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To the Right Honourable the 


LORD CUTTS, 


Colonel of Hi; 1ajzſty's Cold-Stream 
Regimen: of Guards, &c. 


HE Addreſs of 
the following Pa- 
pers is ſo very 
much Due to your 
Lon ps urs, that 
they are but a mere Report of 
what has paſt upon my Guard 
to my Commander, for they 
were Writ upon Duty, when 
the Mind was perfectly Diſen- 
gag'd and at Leiſure in the 
Silent Watch of the Night, to 
A 2 run 
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D EDTCAT TON 
run over the the Buſy Dream 
of the Day; and the Vigilance 
which Obliges us to ſuppoſe an 
Enemy always near us, has 
Awaken'd a Senſe that there 
is a Reſtleſs and Subtle one 
which conſtantly attends our 
Steps, and meditates our Ruin. 
Thoughts of this Nature, a 
Man may with Freedom Ac— 
knowledge to Your Lokpsuip, 
who have ever been ſo far 
from running into the Faſhio- 
nable Vice of Fxploding Reli- 
gion, that your Farly Valour 
firſt appear'd againſt the Pro- 
feſs'd Enemies of Chriſtianity ; 


and Buda had Tranſmitted you 


to late Poſterity, but that you 
your ſelf have Obliterated your 
Part in that Glorious Scene by 


the freſher Memory of you, at 


Limerick and Namure. 


With 
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DEDICATION. 

With one honeſt Purpoſe 
of Life, and conſtant Service 
of one Intereit, and one 
Cauſe, in what Country have 
ou not Fought ? in what 
Field have you not Bled ? 
but I know I here Offend 
you, nor will you allow 
Warmch in Commendat1on to 
be like a Friend; but if, my 
LoRp, to ſpeak you Gene- 


rous, Honeit and Brave be 


not ſo, I do aſſure you *tis 
the only thing [I'll ever do in 
common with your Enemies. 

I taid your Enemies, but if 
there are any who have Igno- 
rance or Malice cnough to 
be ſuch, their little Hates 
muſt be lo{t in the Diſtincti- 


on the better World allow 


you, and that County (whoſe 


Diſcerning is refin'd by a Lear- 
A 3 ned 
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DEDICATION. 


ned and Elegant Univerſity) 
has done you ſo great an 
Honour, in making you Una- 
nimoufly their Repreſentative 
in Parliament, that they who 
would Oppoſe your Reputati- 
on, do but confeſs they are 
Unacquainted with what paſ- 
ſes in the World, and Stran— 
gers to the Reſidence of Know- 
ledge and Virtue. 

Twas there you receiy'd 
thoſe Rudiments of Honour, 
which have render'd your Life 
Conſpicuous enough to make 
you appear a worthy Deſcen- 
dant of an Ancient and Di— 
ſtinguith'd Family, which has 
Serv'd the Crown in the moſt 
Eminent Stations, and been 
equally Favourites of their 


Country; 'twas there you re- 


ceiv'd thoſe Impreſſions which 
_ Inſpire 
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DEDICATION. 


Inſpire that true Uſe of your 
Being, which ſo juſtly divides 
your Time, berween Labour 
and Diverſion, that the one 
does but Recreate for the 
other, and which give a Ge- 
nerous Contempt of both, 
when they come in Compe- 
tition with the Service of that 
Country which you Love, and 
that God whom you Worſhip. 

Go on, my Lon, thus to 
Contemn, and thus to Enjoy 
Life; and if ſome great Eu- 
gliſh Day does not call for that 
Sacrifice, which you are al- 
ways ready to Offer, may you 
in a Mature Age go to Sleep 


with your Anceſtors, in Ex- 


pectation not of an Imaginary 
Fame, but a Real Immorta- 
lity. 
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DEDICATION. 


As for the Preſent I now 3: 
make you, if you'll Accept it #%: 
with your uſual Goodneſs and 
Affection to me, I ſhall En- 
tertain no further Hopes ; for 
as your Favour is my Fortune, 
ſo your Approbation is my 


Fame. 
J am, 
77 
MT LORD, 1 
Tower: Guard,. ©/ 52 
March 23, 1701, 1 JU C 7 
Your Lordſhip's q 
t 
15 . | WK] 7 
Moſt Obedient, moſt Faithful 7 
— 
and moſt Humble Servant, 
q 
( 
{ 


RICHARD OTEELE 


nk 
8. — Meets senen 
N27 NP SI IN Ns ese 
a +4 2 n £ 2 - 8 4 I" 
— 8 FAS Fe : ZN ISS SZ 
esse Gs Gade 2 
c 


2 HE World is divided between 
way wo /orts of People, the Men 
of Wit and the Men of Buſi- 
eſs, and theſe two have it 
gy wholly iz their Power; but 
bowever Mighty the latter 
may efleem themſelves, they have much the 
leſs ſhare in theGovernment of Mankind, aud 
zill they can keep the others ont of Compa- 
ay as well as Employment, they will have an 
almoſt Irreſiſtable Dominion over ns: For 
their Imagination is ſo very quick and lively, 
that in all they enjoy or poſſeſs, they have a 
Reliſh highly Superior to that of flower 
Men; which fine Senſe of things they can 
communicate to others in ſo prevailing a 
manner, that they give and take away what 
Impreſſions they pleaſe ; for while the Man 
of W:t ſpeaks, he beſtows upon his Hearers, 
by an apt Repreſentation of his T houghts, all 
the Happineſs and Pleaſure being ſuch 
as he is, and quickens our heavier Life in- 
zo Joys we ſhould never of our. ſelves have 
A zaſted, 
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PREFACE. 


taſted, ſo that we are for our own ſakes his 
Slaves and Followers: Bat indeed they ge- 
erally uſe this charming Force with the ut- 
20ſt Tyranny, and as tis too much in their 
Power, miſplace our Love, our Hatred, 
our Deſires aud Averſions, oa improper Ob- 


jects ; ſo that tube we are left to our ſelves, 


we find Truth diſcolomr d to us, and they of 


Faculties above us have wrapt things, in 
their own nature of a dark and horrid A, 

eck, in ſo bright a Diſguiſe, that they have 
ſtamp*d a kind of Praiſe aud Gallantry on 
ſome Vices, and half perſuaded ns that a 
Whore may be ſlilla Beauty, and an Adul- 
terer no Villain. 

Theſe Ills are ſupported by the Arbitra- 
ry Sway of Legiflative Kidicule, while by, 
Throw not what Pedantry of good Breeding, 
Converſationts confin'dio Judiſferent, Low, 
or perhaps Vitious Subjects; and all thatis 
Serious, Good or Great, aliaoft Bauiſhed the 
World: For in Imitation of thoſe we have 
mentioned, there daily ariſe ſu many Pre- 
tenders to do Miſchief, that what ſcem'd at 
firſt but a Conſpiracy, is row a general In- 
ſurrection agaiuſt Virtue; and when they 
whoreally have Wit lead the way it is hardly 
zo be prevented, but that they muſt be fol- 
lowed by a Crowd who world be ſuch, and 
make what ſhift they can to appear ſo, by 
helping one Defect with another, aud ſup- 


plying 
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PREFACE. 


plying want of Wit with want of Grace, and 


want of Reputation with want of e 
Thus are Men hurry'd away in the Pro- 


ſecution of mean and ſenſual Deſires, and 


inſtead of Employing their Paſſious in the 


ſervice of Life, they ſpend their Life ia the 
ſervice of their Paſſions ; yet thy tis a Truth 


very little receiv'd, that Virtue is its own 
Reward, ti, ſurely an undeniable one, that 
Vice is its own P ugiſh; zent; for when we 


hade g:V'n our Appetites a lo ſe lee, 2, we 


are immediately Pr ectp? [tated by "em into 
aubouuded and cadleſs H hes, while we 
repine at our Fortun e, If its Warrowneſs 
curbs em, the) the Gratification of em were 
a Kindneſs, like the Indulgence of a Man's 


Thirſt: in a Dropſy ; but this Diftes naper of 


{Mind is never to 3 remedied, t. il] Mes will 


more unreſervediy attempt the Ii or ks, and 
will reſolve to 7 ad theiaſelves rather up- 
on a ſtrong Reaſon to allay their Paſſions, 
than a fine Imagination to raiſe *em. 
For if we beſl Jadge of things when we 
are not actually engag'd or c cunccru-d in em, 
every May's owa Experi rence manſt inform 
him, that both the Pleaſures we follow, 
aud the. Sorrows we ſhun, are in Nature 
Very different from what we conceive em, 
when we obſerve that paſt Enjiyments are 
Anæious, 2 ere, pleaſing in the 
| Reflection ; «4 a- ſin C the AMeinory of the 
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PREFACE. 


a trivial Mind to prefer the Satisfaction 
that lead to Inquietude before Pains tha 
lead to Tranquility. 

But if that conſiſts (as it certainly does 
in the Mind's Enjoyment of Truth, th: 
moſt vexations Circumſtance of its Angujh 
7s that of being in Doubt; from which Me, 
will find but a very hort Relief if the) 
draw it from the Collectious or Obſervati. 
ons of ſedentary Men, who have been cal. 
led Wiſe for propoſing Rules of active Life, 
which they cannot be ſuppoſed to underſtand: 
For between the Arrogant and Fanatick In. 
dolence of ſome, and the falſe and pleaſu- 
rable Felicity of others (which are equal 
Chimera's) a Man is ſo utterly divided, 
that the Happineſs of Philoſyphers appears 
as Fantaſtick as the Miſery of Lovers. 

We fhall not, tis hop'd, be underſtood by 

ſaying this, 10 Imagine that there is a fu. 
fictent Force in the ſhort following Eſſay, 
co ſtem the Untiverſul and Deſtructive Tor- 
rent of Error and Pleaſure; it is ſufficient 
if we can ſtand without being carry d away 
with it, and we ſhall very willingly reſigu 
the Glory of an Oppoſition, if we can en- 
joy the Safety of a Defence; and as it was 
at firſt attempted to diſengage my own Mind 
from deceiving Appearances, jo it can be 


publiſhed - 


* 


| one makes us ab agg our Strength, th pu 

| | other our Weakneſs, is is an Arguments a 
| HI 

a 


th, tl publiſned for no other end, but to ſet others 
ment «a thinking with the ſame Iuclination: 
action Which whoever will pleaſe to do, will make 
6 tha; a much better Argument for his own pri- 


ly does For ill Habits of the Mind, uo more than 
th, th thoſe of the Body, are to be cur'd by the 
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vate Uſe, than anybody elſe can for Him: 


Patient's Approbation of the Medicine, ex- 
cept He'll reſolve to take it; and if my 


f the, | Fellow-Soldiers (to whoſe Service inore eſpe- 
rvati. cially I world direct any Thoughts I were 
en cal. capable of) world form to themſelves (if 
e Life, any do not) aconſtant Reaſon of their Acli- 
ſtand ons, they would find themſelves better pre- 
In. par'd for all the Viciſſitudes they are to meet 
pleaſu- with, when inſtead of the Changeable Heat 
qually of mere Courage and Blood, 5 acted up- 
vided, on the firm Motives of Duty, Valour, and 


pears Conflancy of Soul, | 
1 For (however they are aiſ-eſteem'd by 


ood by 4 ſome Unthinking, not to ſay, Ungratefal 
a ſuf. Men) to Profeſs Arms, is to Profeſs being 
Eljay, ready to Die for others; nor is it an Or- 
Tor. dinary Struggle between Reaſon, Senſe, and 
icient Paſſion, that can raiſe Men to a calm and 
away ready Negligence of Life, und animate em 
reſign to Aſjault without Fear, Purſue without 
nu en- Cruelty, and Stab without Hatred. 

f Was But Virtuons Principles muſt infallibly 
Mind be not only better than any other We can 
an be Embrace, to Warm as to great Attempts, 


but 


iſhed 
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FREFACE. 


but alſo to make Our Days in their Ordi- 
nary Paſſage ſlide away Agreeably: For as 
nothing is more Dariag than Trath, ſo there 
7s anthing more Chearful than Innocence; 
and indeed I need not have been beholder 
to the Experience of à various Life to have 
been convinc'd, that trite Happineſs is not | 
to be found but where I at preſent place it ; T 
For I was long ago infurm'd where only it 
was 20 he had, by the Keverend Dr. Ellis, 

my ever Hound Tutor; which Great Ob- 
ligation I could nut but Mention, tho my 
Gratitude to Him i perhaps; an Acitſati- 

on of my ſel}, who Dau appear to have ſo 
little Profited by the Inſtitution of ſo Solid 

and Excellent a HH iter, the) he is above the 

T emf tation of (bat is always in his Poti 

er) being Famous. 
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RELIGION 
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To make a Great Man. 


T is certainly the moſt uſeful 
Cask we can poſlibly undertake, 
to reſche our Minds from the 
Prejudice with which a falſe and 
unrcaſonable Fondneſs of our 
n= FEXgS80 (cives has enſlaved us. But the 
= — 223 I 2 Examination of our own Bo- 

ſoms is {o ungrateful an Ex- 
that we are forc'd upon a Thouſand little 
Arts, to lull our ſelves into an imperfect Tranquili- 


ty, 


2 The Chriſtian Hero. 


ty, which we might obt:in ſincere and uninterrup- dyerſit 
ted, if we had Courage enough to look at the Bag d in 
ghaſtly Part of our Condition: But we are ſtill Flat- tion in 
terers to our ſelves, and Hypocrites the wrong way, n adæc 
by chuſing, inſtead of the ſolid Satisfaction of lo der Mer 
nocence and Truth, the returning Pangs of Con- and Pai, 
| ſcience, and working out our Damnation as wg ar? It we 

taught to do our Happineſs, with Fear and Tren- Yearch 1 

bling. our feln 

But this Misfortune we owe, as we do moſt others» To, T. 
to an unjuſt Education, by which we are inſpir'd thole o 
with an Ambition of acquiring ſuch Modes and Ac- when v 
compliſiments, as rather enable us to give Pleaſure We hay 


and Entertainment to others, than Satisfaction and an« Ki) 


Quiet to our ſelves: So Phantaſtical are we as to 
dreſs for a Ball when we are to ſet out on a Tour- 
ney, and upon Change of Weather, are juſtly deri- 
ded, not pitied by the Beholders. How then ſhall 
we prepare for the unaccountable Road of Life. 
when we know not how long or how ſhort it will 
prove, or what Accidents we ſhall meet in our Paſ- 


in, 
fade, t. 
Ambit! 
Approl 
e We! 
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ſage? Can we take any thing with us that can That! 
make us chearful, ready and prepar'd for all Occa- hazard 
ſions, and can ſupport us agaiuft all Encounters? Cowl 
Yes, we may (if we would receive it) a Confidence Seniu 
in God. Yet, leſt this be impos'd upon Men by a l ou 
blind force of Cuſtom, or the Aitifice of ſuch Fer- give u 
ſons whoſe Intereſt perhaps it may be te obtrude Rave! 
upon our Mirth, and our Gaiety, and give us ame- ly Ga 
lancholy Proſpect (as ſome Men would perfuade kind. 
us) to maintain themſelves in the Luxury they de- Abi 
ny us; let us not be frighted from the liberal uſe it cve 
of our Senſes, or meanly reſign our preſent Opini- are m 
ons, 'till we are convinc'd from our own Reflection ot We 
alſo, that there is ſomething in that Opinion which been 
can make us leſs inſolent in Joy, leſs depreſs'd in ue, 


Adve:lity, 
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erlup. verſity, than the Methods we are already en- 
t the gag d in. And indeed the chief Cauſe of Itreſolu- 
Flat- tion in either State, muſt proceed from the want of 
way, an adzquate Motive to our Actions, that can ren- 
f In. der Men Dauntleſs and Invincible both to Pleaſure 
Con- and Pain, 
2 are It were not then, methinks, an uſeleſs Enquiry to 
veg. Tearch into the Reaſon that we are ſo willing to arm 
Our ſelves againſt the Aſſaults of Delight and Sor- 
nere, tow, rather with the Dictates of Morality than 
pir'd thole of Religion; and how it has obtain'd, that 
Ac- When we ſay a thing was done like an old Reman» 
we have a generous and ſublime Idea, that warms 
and kindles in us, together with a certain Self-du- 
dain, a defire of Imitation; when, on the other 
bur. de, to ſay, * Twas like a Primitive Chtiſtian, chills 
eri- Ambition, and ſeldom rites to more than the cold 
hall Approbation of a Duty that perhaps a Man withes 
ife. he were not oblig'd to. Or, ia 4 word, Why is it 
| * the Heathen ſtruts, and the Chriſtian ſneaks 


ſure 
and 
5 to 


*I 
= in our Imagination? If it be as Machiavil lays, 
dan That Religion th:ows our Minds below noble and 
ca- Hazardous Purſuits, then its Followers are Slaves and 
gs > Cowards; but if it gives a more hardy and aſpiring 
ice Genius than the World before knew, then He, and 
all our fine Obſervers, who have been pleas'd to 
er- Five us only Heathen Poxtraitures, to ſay no worſe, 
de Have robb'd theit Pens of Characters the moſt tru- 
e- I Gallant and Heroick that ever appear'd to Man- 
de kind. 
e- About the time the World receiv'd the beſt News 
ſe It ever heard, The Men whole Actions and Fortunes 
i- me moſt pompoully array'd in Story, had juſt acted 
n ot were then performing their Parts, as if it had 
h been the Delign ef Providence to prepoſſeſs at that 
n kme, after a more ſingular manner than ordinary, 
5 the 
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the Minds of Men, with the Trappings ant .. 


Furniture of Glory and Riches, to heighten a 
the Virtue and Ma, nanimity of thoſe who were to Vere! 
fore Ca 


oppoſe 'em all, by paſſing througn Wants, Mie: 
ries and Diſgraces; aud indeed the ſhining Action; wa 
of thele Iluſttious Men do yet glare ſo much ins 
our Faces, that we loſe our Way by following don 
falie Fire, which well conlider'd is bit a deluſive . 
Vapour of the Earth, when we might enjoy the 8 
leading conſtant Light of Heav'n. of the 
To make therefore a juſt Judgment in our Con- had 1a 
duct, let us conſider two or three of the moſt emi. Of eit! 
nent Heathen, and obſerve whether they, or we, ate Was th 
better appointed for the hard and weary March of MW: C- 
human Life; for which Examination we will not a 
look into the Cloſets of Men of Reflection and 
Retirement, but into the Practice and Reſolution o 
thoſe of Action and Enterprize. Thete were neye: $4101 
Perſons more contpicuonſly of this latter ſort, than ing, c. 
thole concern'd in the Fortunes and Death of cæſar; nuated 
and ſince the Pulte of Man then beat at the high ings, | 
eſt, we will think it ſufficient to out Purpole care- and h. 
fully to review Him, and Them, as they March by ® Cont 
us, and if we can ſee any apparent Detect in the: altar 
Armour, find out ſome way to mend it in cur own, th | 
But it will require all our Patience, by taking no. Erba 
tice of the minuteſt Things, to come at (what is ab- Ieh ® 
ſolutely neceſſary ro us) the Receſles of their Hearts, of . 
and Folds ot their Tempers. FA 
Salluſt has tranſmitted to us Wo very great, but 1 ſteac 
very different Perſonages, Ceſar and Cato, and plac'd . 1 
them together in the moſt judicious Manner for ap- * 
pearing to advantage, by the alternate Light and "3 
Shade of each other: Caſar's Bounty, Magniticence, . 
Popular and Sumptuous Enter:ainments ſtole an uni- ene 
vexſal Affection; Cato's Partimony , Iutegiity, Au- Jet, ; 
2 
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bee, Mare and Rigid Behavlour commanded as univerſal 
5 g Nverence: None could do an ungentile thing be- 
Mil. Me Ceſar, none a looie one before Cato; To one 
tion, Was Recommendation enough co be Miſerable, to 
ch in e other to be Good: To cr ail Faults were 
ag N donable, to Cato none: One gave, oblig'd, pity d 
ufive 8nd (vccour'd indifferent ly; Vorker blam'd, oppos'd 
he and condemn'd impantially: Ceſar was the Refuge 

of the Unhappy, Cate the Bane of the Vicked: Cato 
Con. had rather be, than ſeem God, Ceſar was careleſs 
emi. of either, but as it ſerv'd his Intereſts: Cato's Sword 
e, are Was the Sword of Juſtice, Cæſar's that of “ mbiti- 
h of On: Ceſar had an excellent common Senſe and right 
not Mdgmen of Occalion, Time a14 Place; the other 
unt Man underſtood not Apolicztion, knew how 
de in the Right, but was generally ſo, out of 
ever Malton: Ceſar's Manner made cven his Vice charm- 
than ing, Cate's even his Virtus dilagreeable: Ceſar ini - 
ſar; }ated 11], Cato in ruded Good: Ceſar in his Say- 


ioh. Wgs, his Actions and his Vriitings was the firſt 
. & 4 1 = . „ — 

ate: And happieſt of all Men: In his Piſeburſe he had 
1 by 2 confiaat Wit and right Reaſon; in his Actions, 


ther Gallantry and Succels; in his Writings, every thing 
Mat any Author can pretend to, and one which 
Perhaps no Man elſe ever had; he mentions himſelf 
With a good Grace. Thus it was very natuial for 
&e/ar, adorn'd with every Art, Matter of every ne- 
&flary Quality, either for Vie or Ornament, with 
but s ſteady and well-plac'd Induſtry to out- run Cato, 
and all like him, who had none and deſir'd none, 
* put (an ever weak Party) the Good for his Friends, 
No this ſort of Men were Ceſar and Cato, and by 
ne theſe Arts they arriv'd at that height, which has left 
d one $ Name provetbial for a Noble and Princely Nature, 

Fothers for an Unmov'd and Inexorable Honeſty : 
Jet, without following em thro' all the handſome 
be Incidents 
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Incidents and Paſſages of Life, we may know e. 5 
well enough in Miniatute, by belio.ging 'em on 1 
ly in their manner of Dying: For in thoſe 1. 
Minutes, the Soul and Body both collect all the. =” 
Force, either bravely to opel the Enemy, © 0 
gracefully ieceive the Conqueror, Deuth, tho 4 
Ceſar, by a long Tiatt of uccelles, was now he ok 
come apparent Maſter of his Country, but with 8 1 
Secuxity, that's natural to gallant Men, Heroica!!y ov 
forgave tue moſt inveterate of his ©ppoſers : Now on 
was He follow d with Applauſe, Renown, and Ac.“ He | 
clamation : His Valour had ſubdued the Bodies, hit 3 5 
Clemency the Minds of his Enemies: And how or 
bleſs'd muſt the Earth be under his Command, co 
who ſeems to court Dominion for no other end, 8 
but to indulge an inſatiable Mind in the glorious i 
Pleaſures of beltowing and forgiving? This was the n 
Figure cæſar bore in the World's Opinion, but not * 1. 
in Cato's. He was there a Tyrant in ſpite of the om 
Gloſs of succeſs and of Fortune, which could not tle = 
create Appearances bright cnough to dazzle his * 
Eyes from ſceing the Traitor in the Conqueror: sn 
He knew to give a Man his own as a Bounty was 
but a more impudent Robbery, and a Wrong im- th 
prov'd by the Slavery of an Obligation: He juſtly 55 bs 
and generouſly diſdain'd that his Fellow-Citizen __ 
ſhou'd pretend to be his Lord; to his honeſt Mind Wame 
a Pardon was but a more arrogant Inſult, nor could 155 
he bear the Apprehenſion of ſeeing his Equal in- joy! 
flict upon him a tyrannical Forgiveneſs ;- What then Err 
muſt this unhappy good Man do? Whither ſhall op- n 
preſs'd Virtue fly from Slavery? From Slavery: No. 
He is ſtill Free Lord of Himſelf, and Maſter of his Sword 
Paſſions; Ceſar is the Captive, Re is Shackl'd, He =» © 
is Chain'd, and the numerous Troops which he 
boaſts the Companions of his Taumphs, 3 his 8 
aQ116s, 8 


* 


* 
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1 Ones, are but ſo many Witneſſes of his Shame 
% a8 Confuſion, to whem he has by an open Uſur- 
TW p@ion maniſeſted his broken Faith, falſe Profeſſion, 
„ proſtituted Honour, But how far this Impreſ- 
sen of intrinſick Glory and Happineſs in ſincere, 
tho' diſtreſs'd Vertne, and the ſenſe of a wicked 
Man's abject, tho' proiperous Condition (which 
&@-'s Thiloſophy gave Him) did avail in his afflict- 
Hours; the Keſolution he is going to take will 
demonſttate. ä 

He had now at Vtice freſh and ſhocking Intelli- 
Moy Bence of the gathering Adherents to his Enemy, 
17,4, and could read, in his own Company, the mere Fol- 
end Jeers of Fortune in their Countenance, but ob- 
ou Wv'd it with a negligent and undaunted Air, con- 
cern'd only for the Fate of others, whoſe weak 
Pity of themſelves made em the Objects of his 
Compaſſion alſo, It was viſible by a thouſand lit- 
tle officious things he did, he was reſolv'd to leave 
this bad World: For he ſpent the Day, which he 
Geſizn'd ſhould be his laſt, in a certain Vanity of 
Goodneſs : He Conſulted, Perſyaded, and Diſpatch'd 
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was : 
im- I he thought neceſſary for the Safety of thoſe 
iftly that were about him; which Services they receiv'd 


zen Mom him, whoſe Intent they ſaw, with Tears, and 
ind Shame, and Admiration. 

ul He continued the whole Evening this affected 
Enjoyment of his Friends Anxiety for him, which 


in- 5 
ben he rais'd by ſet Diſcourſes, and abated, or rather 
op- zcanfirm'd by a ſtudied Indifference, 'till he went 


No, tte Bed, where he read Plato's Immortality, and 
his Gueſſes at a future Life: At laſt he enquir'd fer his 
He Mord, on purpoſe miſ-laid by his Son; they did 
not immediately bring it, which he ſeem'd to take 
s notice of, but again fell to his Book: After his 
„ond Lecture, he agaia wanted his Sword: Their 

* Heſitation 
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Heſitation in letting him have it, threw him i 
an unſeemly Rage, and Expoſtulation with . 
Friends, whoſe obliging Sorrow with held it: W| of hi 
has he done, what has he committed, to be Th 
tray'd into the Hands of his Enemy? Had C« he . 
Wiſdom fo far left him, that he muſt be Man 
arm'd, like a Slave and a Madman? What cell“ 
his Son ſeen ſo indiſcreet in his Father, that rem 
was not to be tufted with himſelf > To allt With 
cruel and intemperate Queftion, he was anſwe Meave 
with the humbleſt Behaviour, tendeteſt Beſcech! the! 
and deepeſt Eſte em: They implor'd his Stay amor C.. ec 
'em as their Genius, their Guardian, and Be: the | 
factor; Among the reſt, a fond Slave was putt in N 
in his Reſiſtance, and his Affliction, for which cure 
daſh'd the poor Fellow's Teeth out with his E Has: 
and forc'd out of the Room his lamenting Frie: its U 
with Noiſe, and Taunt, and Tumult; a little vx Fiie 
after had his Hand, with which he ſtruck his? A 
vant, dreſs'd, lay down, and was heard to Sno; Ns 
but ſure we may chatitably enough believe, fte hb 
all this unquiet Carriage, that the Sleep was him 
ſembled, from which as ſoon as he awal'd, Sulle 
Stabb'd himſelf, and fell on the Floor; His k "4 to d 
alarm'd his wietched Dependants, whole help bis 
reliſted by tearing open his own Bowels, and n. * and 
ing out of Lite with Fury, Rage, and Indigna tic 
This was the applauded Exit of that Noble Rn 
who is ſaid with a ſuperior and invincible C Ver 
ſtancy to have eluded the Partiality of Fortune, mut 
elcap'd the Incurſion upon the Liberty of his Co h m 
try: It ſeems then, had he liv'd, his own had be and 
loſt, and his calling himſelf ſtill Free, and (“ in! 
the Uſurper, a Bond-man and Slave, were but 10 alit 
Words; for his Opinion of things vas in rea 11851 
Stunn'd by Succeſs, and he dy'd Diſsppoinrci WY tio 
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he Imaginary Self -Exiſtence his own Set of Thoughts 
103 Pad promis'd him, by an Action below the Precepts 
W! of his | hilo!ophy, and the Conſtancy of his Life. 
be * Thus did Cato leave the Worid. for which indeed 
1 ©, be was very unfit, in the Hands of the moſt Skilful 
De Man in it, who at his entrance on its Empire ex- 
bat! gell“ d his paſt Glotiou: Life, by * with fo much 
hat "Temper and Mederat on what he had purchas'd 
Ant ich ſo much Blood fed and Violence: But we muſt 
iſwe Meave, at pre reſent, this bulite and Inceſſ.nt Mind to 
ech! The Meditation of Levelling inacceſſible Mountains, 
mor C.. ecking the Courte of the Occan, and correcting 
Be: the periods of Time: We muil leave him employ'd 
putt in Mo del ing the Univerſe (now his own) in the ſe- 
nich cute EI joyment of a Lite hitherto led in Iluſtrious 
is Hazards, and now every way ſafe, but where tis 
riet its Beauty to lye open, to the Treachery of his 
ey Friends. 
us? Among the many Pretenders to that Character 
e vas Caſſius, an able and experienc'd Soldier, bound 
f to him by no lels an Obligation, than the giving 
__ him Life and Quarter in Battel ; He was of a Dark, 
0d. sullen and nz olv'd Spirit, quick to receive, but flow 
1 1 to dilcover a Diſtaſte; His Anger never flew into 
elp bis Face, but deſcended to his Ecart, which rankled 


* 
oh 4 and prey'd upon it ſelf, and could not admit of 
atio, Compoture, either from Religion or ?hilolophy ; ; 


R N but being a perfect Epicurean, and fancying there 
> CE were none, or if any, only Lazy and Supine Deities; 
ne, muſt necefiarily Terminate his Hopes and Fears in 
| Col him! elt, and from his own Arm expect all the Good 
ad be and Evil of which his Life was capable: This Man, 
d c in his Temper uncalie, and piqu'd by a certain Parti- 
ut me 36 ality of Cefar $to his Diſadvantage, could not ſa- 
rei tistie a Sedate Bloody Humour by any leſs Repara- 
ed tion than his Ruin; and having a revengeful Biaſs 
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of Mind, a ſhort Memory of Kindneſſes, and a; 1 
indelible Reſentment of Wrongs, reſolv'd to cance hi 
an odious Benefit, by a pleaſing Injury: To this De- ” 
termination he was prompted by the worſt en Coe lar, 8 
Quality a Man can have, an undaunted Courage his Mo! 


which fermented in Him a reitleſs and Gn - thy 
Meditation of his Enem)'s, that is, his Beneſefor' | aer 


Death; A Thought befitting the Greatneſs of hi; Pher al 
Ambition, ana the Largeneſs of his pernicious Ca. he f 

. . . . — . ie a CE 
pacity z His Capacity which conſiſted in a skilfu 
Piſſimulation of his Faults; for being full of thoſe ? Ach 
Vices which nearly approach, and ealily aſſume the Nee 
Re ſemblance of Virtue, and ſeldom throw a Man ord 
into viſible and obvious Follies, he ſo well accom- 5% 

os ge ever Ke 

modated his ill Qualities to the good ones of thoſe Paſli 
with whom he Convers'd, that he was very well 3} $643 
with the beſt Men by a Similitude of their Man- bit of 
ners; His Avarice obtain'd the Frugal ; His Spleen, g 
and Diſrcliſh of Joy, the Sober and Abſtinent; His & of E 
Envy, and Hatred of Superiors, the Aſſerters of all he « 
Publick Liberty: This confiderable W retch skilfully biaſs'd 
warm'd and urg'd ſome of his own Temper, whom of Elo« 
he knew ready for any great Miſchief, to pull down knew. 
the Overgrown Ceſar, and enſnar'd others by the he had 
ſpecious Pretence of a fincere Love to his Country, Will of 
to meet all Hazards for her Recovery; Theſe illu- ſelf ma 
ſtrious Ruffians, who were indeed Men of the moſt Emine 
Weight, and the boldeſt Spirits of the Rowan Em- Neat F 
pire, delign'd to diſpatch him in the Eye of all Qonſeq 
the World, in open Senate; but neither their Qua- Thing 
lity or Accompliſhmeuts were great enough to ſup- would 
port em in ſo Netacious an Attempt, without there than h 
could be an Exvedient thought of, to give it a moie Saule 
ſacred Eſteem, than any of their Characters could i mo 
inſpire: *T was therefore neceſſary to make Marcy kind v 
Ernins of the Con!piracy, "a 


x 70 
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ancd .. 
5 This Gentleman poſſeſs'd the very Boſom of 


Go.) Caſor, who having had a Notorious latrigue with 
rage Ws Mother, was beliezd to have thought him his 
„ Son; but whether that, or an Admitation of his 
g, Vittue, was the caule of his Fondnets, He had ſo 
FT tender a regard for him, that at the Battel of 
Ca. alia he gave it in Orders to the whole Army, 
fe he would not take Quarter to let him eſcape: 
dose He was, like Cæſar, addicted to Letters and Arms, 
1 and tho! not equal to him in his Capacity for either, 
Man above him in the uſe of both. He never drew his 
_ Sword but with a deſign to ferve his Country, nor 
of Ver Kead with any other purpoſe but to ſubdue his 
1 Pons, fo that he had from Books rather an Ha- 
Lan- bit of Life than a Faculty of Speech; in his 
een, Thoughts as well as Actions he was a ſtrict Follow- 
His e of Honeity and Jultice ; all he ſaid, as well as 
of M he did, ſeem'd ro flow from a publiek and un- 
ully biaſs'd Spirit: He had no occation for the Powers 
om Of Eloquence to be able to perſuade, for ail Men 
dun kaew etwas their Intereſt to be of his Mind; and 
the he had before he ſpoke that ficit Point, the good 
try, Will of his Audience, for every Man's Love of him- 
Ilu- elf made him a Lover of Zrutus. He had this 
108 Eminence without the leaſt taint of Vanity, and a 
m- eat Fame ſeem'd not ſo much the Purſuit, as the 
all Conſequence of his Actions: Thus ſhould he do a 
1ua- Thing which might be liable to Exception, Men 
up Would be more apt to fuſpe& their own Judgment 
\cre than his Integrity, and believe whatever was the 
ore Cauſe of the Action, it muſt be a good one, ſince ' 
uld it mov'd him: And tho? a perfect Love of Man- 
kind was the Spring of all he acted, that Human 
Temper never threw h.m into Facility, but ſince he 
his Mew an ungrounded Compaſſion to one Mau might 
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be a Cruelty to another, mere Diſtreſſes wit he quently 
Juſtice to plead for em could never prevail up, — A 
him, but, all Gentle as he was, he was impregnub! z; an 
to the moſt repeated Importunity, even that of h Though 
own good Nature. poſe of 
Such was the Renown'd Brutus, and one wol ments 
think a Man who had no ill Ambition to ſatisf: great D 
no looſe Paſſions to indulge, but whoſe Life was C@ſar's 
Regular, Eaſie, and Sedate Motion, ſhould be him do 
little Temptation of falling into a Plot; but ſgon ci 
Men, where they cannot meet a convenient Vic: fince hi 
can make uſe of a Virtue to a baſe purpoſe. ſonage 
He was Lineally Deſcended from the Famou pyſſeſs 
Brutus, that extinguiſh'd the Tarquins, whoſe De Man 
bauches and Cruelties made a Regal Name in Ren ple, inf 
as juſtly odious, as that of the Brati venerable fe tice ar 
the Extirpation of it; and Cæſar had very late fiem'd 
in the midit of an abſolute and unlimited Powe: der, an 
betray'd a Fantaſtick Ambition of being call'd King ret 
which render'd him Obnoxious to the Malice 0 caſar's 
the Conſpirators and the Virtue of Brutus. Thi his Re 
was the Place where the Magnanimity of that TI with h 
triot ſeem'd moſt acceſſible, for *rwas obvious, tha of 7oxrc 
He who wanted nothing elſe to ſpur him to Glo This 
110u5 Attempts, muſt be alſo Animated by the Me from a 
mory of Illuſtrious Anceſiors, and not like narro and dif 
and degenerate Spirits, be ſatisfied with the Far employ 
task of Honour deriv'd from others, from whom Tender 
without a Similitude of Virtue, 'tis an unhappy dr upon t 
ſtinction to deſcend. bi 
Yet however hopeſul this Handle appear'd, the; her wi 
could not ſo abruptly attempt upon his awful Cha- noble 
rater, as immediately to propoſe the Murder tc het ſe! 
him, without ſome diſtant Preparation of Mind to. for be 
receive it. There were therefote theſe Words fte egmp 
| quant 


ly 
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ho! quently dropt in his way, from unknown Hands : 
Ipo Bron art no longer Brutus, Thou art aſleep, Bru- 
ab! z; and the like; by which Artifice he grew very 
F b Thought ful and Buſie with himlelf, about the pur- 
poſe of theſe Advertiſements 3 One of ſuch Mo- 
o ments Caſſivs took hold of, and opened to him the 
ist great Delign for the Liberty of his Country from 
vas Caſar's Uſurpation: There needed no more to make 
e i him do a thing, but his Belief chat twas Juſt; He 
it i ſoon conſented that Ceſar deſerv'd to Die, and 
Vic fince lie did, to Die by his Hand: Gaining this Per- 
ſonage, made all ripe for Execution, and Caſſius 
non poſſeſs'd a full Satisfaction, in that he had engag'd 
De A Man in the Attempt, whoin the Eyes of the Peo- 
Nen ple, inſtead of being ſully'd by it, would ſtamp a Ju- 
> fo ftice and Authority upon the Action; whoſe cou- 
tel fitm'd Reputation was ſufficient to expiate a Mur- 
»we: der, and conſecrate an Aſſaſſination. 
Kin? Yet tho? his Juſtice made him readily conſent to 
Ee 0 Caeſar's Death, his Gratitude upon Reflection ſhook 
Ti: his Reſolution to Act in it; all which Conflict 
t Ta with himſelf we cannot view without the Incident 
tha of Vorcia's Story. 
Glo This Lady obferv'd her Husband fall on a ſudden 
Me from an calc, placid and fond, into a troubled, ſhort 
ron and diſtracted Beaaviourz ſhe ſaw his Mind too much 
Fan employ d tor the conjuga! Endearments, and kind 
hom, Tenderneſles, in which ſhe was uſually happy, yet 
y d upon this Obſervation grew neither Jealous or Sul- 
„but mourn'd his Silence of his Affliction to 


— 


the) Her with as deep a Silence: This Lady, 1 ſay, this 
Cha. noble Nman Wife turn'd all her Suſpicion upon 
er te hex ſelf, and modeſtly believ d twas her Incapacity 
ad to for bearing ſo great a Sectet, as that which dif- 
s fte. mpos' d the ſtedfaſt Brutus, made him conceal 
ent B 2 from 
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from her an Affliction, which ſhe thought ſhe [x 
a Title to participate; and therefore reſolv'd : 
know of her ſeif, whether his Secrecy was a W ron 
to her before ſhe would think it ſo; to make th 
Experiment, ſhe gave her ſelf a deep Stab ia te 
Thigh, and thought if ſhe could bear that Tortut: 
ſhe could alſo that of a Seciet 3 the Anguiſh an; 
Concealment of her Wound threw her into a Fever: 
in that condition ſhe thus {poke to her Husband. 

J, Brutus, being the Daush 
te ter of Cato, was given to yo. 
« in Marriage, not like a Concu 
bine, to partake only of the com 
* monCiviliti'es of Led andBoar: 
© but to bear a Part in all you 
« good and all your evil Fortunes; and for m 
part, when I look on you, I find no Reaſon t; 
repent this Match; But from Me, what Evidenc 
of my Love, what Satisfaction can you reccive 
if I may not ſhare with you in your moſt hidde: 
Griefs, nor be admitted to any of your Counſe!; 
that require Secrecy and Truſt; 1 know very we. 
that Women ſeem to be of roo weak a Nature: 
be truſted with Secrets, but certainly, Bruty, 
Virtuous Birth and Education, and a Converſatic 
with the Good and Honourable, are of fon: 
force to the forming our Manners and ſtrength: 
ning our Natural Weakneſs; and can boaſt th; 


Vid. Mr. Duke's 
Tranſlation of the 
Lifeof Brutus, 


Brutus, In which two great Tiiles, tho? befor 
I put too little Confidence, yet now 1 have try' 
my ſelf, I fi id that even againſt Grief and Pai: 
« I am Invincible. 

She then told him what ſhe had done, but it 
not eaſie to repreſent the kind Admiration fuch 
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Diſcomſe muſt give a Husband, and the ſweet 
Tran ſport that was drawn from their mutual Affli- 
Aion, is too delicate a touch of Mind to be under- 
7 food but by a Brutus and a Porcia, Yet tho' he 


ron ; | 
eth Was not too Wiſe to be tencer to his Wife, when 
_— had unboſom'd himſelf, in fpite of this laſt Acti- 
tun on, and. a thouſand namelets things, that occur'd 
u an to his Memory to ſof en him, he left his Iltuſtriovs 
pere. Heroin in her Pains and her Sor:ows, to purſue his 
nd pub.ick Reſolutiors. But he is gone, and ſhe can 
aueh burſt into thoſe Tears which the Awe of his Viitte 
9 yo bad made her mother; for how alas ſhall the Heart 
e of Woman reccive to harth a Virtue, as to gratine 
com ber Eusband's Will, by conſenting to his Ruin? 
04rd Bow ſhall ſhe ſtruggle with her OW Weakneſs and 
you h's Honour? But wulle the liy in hiz Boſom ſhe 
5 learn d all che Gallantry of it, and waen ſhe pon- 
"gh ders his Immortal Fame, his Generous ſuſtice, and 
dene Roman Relolution, her Mind enlarges into a Great 
Rt Beis, vw hich lurmounts her SEX, and her Aftection: 
4 Whea ſue views him in the con cudus part of 
Life, ſhe can bear, nay Triumph in his Lots 3 but 
aſe]; "ny Ps ors 8 
5 when ſhe refleas and remembers their Tenderer 


Hours, thus would he Look, thus would he Talk, 
ig fuch was his Geifture, Mein, the Mich, the Gaiety 
4 @t the Man ſhe Lov'd (which Inſtances are more 
aro giimate Objects of Affection, than Mens grrater 
om Qualities) then ſhe is all Woman, the reigns the 
St! great but laments the agreeable Man? Can then 
thi my Br#t#s leave me? Can he leave theſe long- 
e 0 ing Arms tor Fame? she has no juſt Notion 
efor of any higher Being to ſupport her vtetched 
1) Condition, but however her Female lntirmity made 
Par her languiſh, ſhe has ſtill Conſtancy enough to keep 
A © Secret that conce ras her Husband's Reputation, 
it | B 3 tho” 
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in Contemplation of her Sufferings. 
Such muſt have been the Soliloquy of this Me 
morable Wife, who has left behind her an eve: 
laſting Argument, how far a Generous Treatrmcu 
can make that tender Sex go even beyond the he 
ſolution of Man, when we allow that they are b. 
Nature form'd to Pity, Love and Fear, and we wit: 
an Impulſe to Ambition, Danger and Adventure, 
The World bore a Gloom and heavy Preſage c 
Ceſar's approaching Fate. Tis ſaid Wild Beast. 
came into the moſt fiequented Parts of the City 
Apparitions in the Streets, unuſual Illuminations 1! 
the Skies, and inauſpicious Sacrifices dump'd th: 
Hearts of all Men, but the Afluflins, who with a 
incredible Calm of Mind expected the opportunit; 
of Satiating their Vengeance in the Blood of th: 
Uſurper; yet was not caſſius himſelf wholly uncon: 
cern'd, for tho' he was as great an Atheiſt as any 
among Us can pretend to be, he had the Weakne!: 
and Superitition at that time, to invoke a Statue 0! 
Permpey tor his A ſſiſtance. It is as obſeryable, tha! 
Ceſar, the Evening before his Fate, in a Supper 
Converſation (at one of his Murderer's Hou:es) on 
the ſubje& of Death, pronounc'd a ſudden one to 
be the moſt delirable, and a little ſhogg'd with 
reiterated ill Omens, and touch'd with the fore- 
boding Dreams and Frights of a tender Wife, 1c 
ſolv'd to forbear going to the Senate on the Mouu- 
ning appointed for his Execution; which Difficult) 
D. Brutus undeitcok to get over; a Gentleman {10 
ſuperlatively excellent that way, that he could not 
only upon ſuch an occaſion appear Compos'd, but 
allo in very good tumour z this ſneering gone 
ralliec 


tho' ſte melts away in Tears, and pines into Deat: yallied a“ 
conducte 


When 
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conducted his Friend to Murder. 

When he came into the enate, they roſe to 
him, and with a pretended joint Petition x a Ba- 
nim d fan, the Aſlifline preſs'd about him, as ſoon 
as he was Seated : He ſeverally check'd their Im- 
portunity, but while they were thus imploy'd, one 


Neck, another oppreſs'd with te Grandure of the 
Atcompt, made at him an irreſolme Pals: Re briskly 
oppo'd the Vil ain, and call'd him fo; They all 
rü d on him with dawn Ponyards, ftiilhe tretiſted 
till he law Bratat coming on, then with a gene- 
rons and diſdainful Religuation, yielded to the 
ſtroke of a Tardon'd. Oblig d and Rewarded Friend- 
But there are in England a Race of Men, who have 
this Action in the moſt piofeſs'd Veneration, and 
who ſp:c ouſiy mi call the Rancour, Malice and Ha- 
tred of all Happier and Higher than themſelves, 
(which they have in common with caſſius) Gallan- 
tr; of Mind, Diſdain of Servitude, and Paſſion for 
publick Good, which they pretend to with Brutus; 
and thus qualified with Ill, tet up for Faction, Buſi- 
neis, and Enmity to Kings. But 'tis to be hop'd 
thele Men only run round 'till they're giddy, and 
when all things turn too, fancy themafelves Au- 
tlors of the Motion about 'em, and to take their 
Virtigo for their Force; for ſure they have a futile 
Pretence to a good publick Spirit, who have an 
ill private One. 
But there lies the Mighty cæſær, an Eternal In- 
ſtance how much too Generous and roo Believing 
thoſe unhappy Princes are, who depend upon the 
tie of Mens Obligations to em, without having 
their Opinions on their ſide; for nothing hinders a 
B 4 Man's 
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Man's walking by the Principles of his Soul, | 
an Opportunity to exert em; when that occu: 
the ſeciet Enemy throws off his Mask and dia. 
his Dagger, 

Yet Reflections of this nature ate ſomew} 
foreign to our Purpoſe, we muſt therefore folle 
theſe bloody Men, to a Fate as violent as they 21 
their Benefactor; for *twas in Providence to fruſtia 
their Counſels, by turning that Virtue to their Rui 
whichthey had enſnared for their Protection. T. 
fearleſs Brutus had too much Clemency, to mi 
this Blow {ate by the Execution of the neateſt Ac 
herents to (r; Eis Safety conſiſted in his vn 
biaſs'd Mind and undaunted Reſolution, whic 
would rot let him ſtoop to the taking away a. 
Life, below that of the greateſt of Mankind. 

However this lnjury was repair'd to Ceſar, for“ 
was voiced a God in the very Plece where he cea-' 
to be a Man, which had been a good ſaving Clu! 
cou'd they have perſuaded his Succ:flor Oftar:; 
alſo, to have been contented with Omnipotence; bt 
the young Schelar was fo much enamourd wit! 
this World, that he letc his Tee to difurb and rn; 
it; and to compaſs his End, took upon him th: 
hopeful Reſolution of {paring no Man, from a R. 
flection perhaps that his Uncle was iuin'd by Meic; 
in his Victories. ; 

But it is not ourBulineſs, to fall into an Hiſtorical Ac 
count of the various Occurrences, Which happen din 
the War between the Ceſarian Army and that of the 
Conſpirators, any farther than it is neceflary fo! 
J idging how far the Principles they walk'd by were 
uſctul to 'em in their greateſt Extremities : As 
Brutus one Evening fate Penſive and Revolving, 
the Paſlages of Life, and the Memory of Ceſar 
1 occur'd 
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cecur'd to him, now perhaps not as a Traitor, a 


Tyrant, or Uſurper, but as one he Lov'd, and Mur. 


der'd ; an Apparition appear'd (or he thought ap- 
pear'd to him) which told him he was his Evil 
Genius and would meet him at Philipti, to which 
he calmly anſwel'd, TI meet thee tiere: But he com- 
municated a ſad Impreſſion which this made upon 
him to Cafſizs, who in an Epicurean manner gave 
him a Superficial Comfort, ly Diſcourſes of the 
IWuttons, our Fancies, our Dreams and our Sorrows 
Impiint upon the Mind, and make an imaginary a 


xeal Torment. Yet the Night before the Fatal Bat- 


tel, he enquir'd (in cafe of a Defeat) his Reſolution 


as to Flight and Death. To which Brutus. 


« Whenl was Young, Caſizs, 


« and unskilful in Aﬀairs, Iwas 


« Engag'dI1 know not how into Vid. Mr. Duke's 
% an Opinion of Philolophy, Tr. »/laticn of the 
* which made me accuſe Cato Lie of Brutus. Plit. 
& for killing himſelf, as think» 

« ingit an Ireligious Act againſt the Gods, nor 
„ any ways Valiant amongſt Men, not to ſubmit 
« to Divine Providence, nor be able fearleſly to 


receive and undergo Whatever ſhall happen; but 


« to fly from it: But now in the midſt of Dangers 
am quite of another Mind, for if Providence 
« ſhall nor diſpoſe what I now Undertake according 
te to our Wiſhes, I reſolve to try no farther Hopes 
% nor make any more Preparations for War, but 
« will Die contented with my Fortune, for I alrea- 
&* dy have given up my Lite to the Service of my 
& Country on the Ides of March, and all the time 
ee that I Lived ſince, has been with Liberty and 
Honour. 

However Gallant this Speech may ſeem at firſt 
Sight, it is upon Reflection a very mean one; for 
| Bs ke 
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he urges no manner of Reaſon for his Deſertion . 
the noble Principle of Reſignation to the Divi: they we 
Will, but his Dangers and Diſtreſſes, which inde: aft 
is no more than if he had plainly Confeſs'd, thi fte on 
all the Schemes we can form to our ſelves in Integrit 
Compos'd and Proſperous Condition, when » gpemie 
come to be oppreſs'd with Calamities, vaniſh fior great E 
us, and are but the Effects of luxuriant Eaſe ani ßetore 
good Humour, and languiſ and die away with 'em py ta 
But to make this a far deduftion from his Di! gere 
courſe, let us Impartially (but with Tenderneſs à Nan, 
Pity) look at him in his laſt Pangs: At the Batt: cor eve 
of Philippi, Brutus Commanded the Right, Cafſ: no 
the Left of the Line: The firſt broke the oppoli: Eis of 
Wing of the Enemy, the ſecond was himſelf fore unpla⸗ 
But by a Failure in their Orders and Intelligene No: 
each was Ignorant of the other's Fortune; Brut, gnce 
follow'd kis Blow, and his Heat drove him too f: into! 
before he thought of cuſſus, whom at laft with bates 
ſtrong Detachment, he returns to relieve. H C-ſſis 
Friend Rertteated to a riſing Ground, to View an patio 
Bewail the Fate of their Cauſe, and Commanded » Þ au 
Officer to obſerve that Body matching towards him | { 
The Gentleman ſoon found 'em Friends, and cor — 
fidently Rid in amongſt' em; they as kindly enclos Tip l 
him to enquire News: Upon ſeeing this, the mil: ono 
rable caſſius concluded him taken by the Enem; Whic 
and giving all for loſt, retir'd into a Tent, whe: ny; 
hewas by his own order Kill'd by a Servant. Pu: 
Here Brutus, whom neither the Fondneſs of bor 
excellent Wife, Obligations to a generous Friene . 
or a Meſſage from the Dead cou'd Divert fron h 
meeting all Encounters, ſinks and falls into the mo! 1 
extteam Deſpait. | 
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He, with ſome others that eſcap'd the Purſuit, re- 
tied to a Thicket of a Wood, where alſo finding 
they were trac'd, *rwas propos'd ſtill to Fly : But 
he, after having exprets'd a Satisfaction (but a 
falſe one, ſince he could not live wth it) in his 
Integrity, which he preterr'd to the Succeſſes of his 
Enemies, ran upon his Sword, and transfix'd that 

teat Heart with a ſuperfluous Blow, which ſure was 

fore Stabb'd with the killing Reflection upon 

Er iu Brute? 

Here let us throw a Veil over this miſtaken Great 
Man, and if poſſible cover him from Human Sight 
fr erer, that his ſeduc'd and Amligucus Virtue may 
be no more Prophan'd, as an Umbrage to the Coun- 
ſels of Terjur'd Friends, Sactilegious Regicides, and 
unplacable De ſperadocs. 

Now the uſe we make of theſe Reflections, is, that 
fince we have ſeen the mighty Ceſar himſelf fall 
into Superſtition at the Thought of his Exit, ſince 

Cato's firm Conſtancy, Brutus his generous Zeal, and 
ci ſſius his Ready Malice, all ended in the ſame Dere- 
liction of themſelves, and Deſpondence at laſt, we may 
juſtly conclude, that whatever Law we may make to 
dur lelyes, from the Greatneſs of Nature ot the Prin- 
riples of Philoſophy for the Conduct and Regulati- 
'bn of Life, is it ſelf but an Artificial Paſſion, by 
which we vainly hope to ſubdue thoſe that are Na- 
tural, and which will certainly riſe or fall with our 
Diſappointment or Succeſs, and we that are liableto 
both are highly concern'dto be prepar'd for either: 
At which perfection there is no nearcr way to arrive, 
but by attending our own Make, and obſerving by 
*what means human Lite, from its ſimple and rural 

Happine!s, {weld into the weighty Cares and 
Diſtractions with which it is at prelent Enchanted; 


> and from this Knowledge of our Miſery, Extract 
= our Satisfaction. 


CHAP, 


HAP. II. 


AN is a Creature of ſo mix'd 
Compoſure, and of a Frame 
Y, Inconſiſtent and Different from 
FE ſelf, that it eaſily ſpeaks his Af 
58 nity to the highe {t and meane 
2 * Beings; that is to ſay, he is mac 

of Body and Soul, he is at or: 
an Engine and an Engineer : Tho? indeed both th. 
Body and Soul act in many Inſtances ſeparate an 
1 of each ot her: For when he Think 
Reaſons and Concludes, he has not in all that W os 
the leaft Aſſiſtance from his Body: His fineſt Fibre: 


I es 


pureſt Blood, and higheft Spirits are as brute an! 


diſtant from a Capacity of Thinking as his ver 
Bones; and the Body is ſo mere a Machine, that it 


Hungers, Thirſts, Taſtes and Digeſts, without any 


exerted Thought of the Mind to command tha 
Operation: Which when he obſerves upon himſelf 
he may, without deriving it from Vapour, Firm 
or Diſtemper, believe that his Soul may as wel 
Exift out of, as in that Body from which it bor 
rows nothing to make it capable of performing it 
moſt perfect Functions. This may give him hopes, 


that tho' his Trunk return to its native Duſt he 


may not all Teriſh, but the Inhabitant of it may 
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emove to another Manſion ; eſpecially ſince he 
nows only Mechanically that they have, not De- 
*Monſtratively how they have, eva a preſent 


nion. 
1 And ſince this Mind has a Conſciouſneſs and Su- 
perior Reflection upon its own Being and Actions, 
and that Thoughts flow in upon it, from it knows 
not what Source, it is not Unnatural for it to con- 
ceive, that there is ſomething of à Nature like it 
felt, which may, Imperceptibly, act upon it, and 


where it cannot deduce its reaſonable Performances 


from any corporeal Beginning, draw Hopes or Fears 
from ſome Being thus capable to Impreſs Pleaſure 
or Torment; which Being it cannot but ſuppoſe 
its Author, 
But this its Author is Incomprehenſtble to the 
soul (which he has thought fit to Impriſon in 
Senſe and Matter) but as he is pleas'd to reveal 
himſelf, and beſto w upon it an Expectation of its 
Enlargement; yet were we to take the Account 
which Poetical Writers give, and ſuppoſe a Creature 
with thele Endowments wandring among other 
wild Animals, the Intelligent Savage would not be 
contented with what Kapine or Craft could gain 
from his Brethren Beaſts, but his Condition would 
ſtill be as neceſſituous for his better Part; and his 
dark natural Enquiry would make him for want of 
a more juſt Knowledge of his Creator, fall into su- 
perſtition, and believe every Fountain, Grove and 
Foreſt inhabited by ſome peculiar Deity, that be- 
fow'd upon Mankind the Stream, the Shade and 
the Breeze. | 
But we are inform'd that the wonderful Creator 
ef ail Things, after he had given the Rivers to 
. F ow, 
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Flow, the Earth to bring Forth, and the Beaſts to 
Feed, ſaw and. approv'd his Work, but thought a 
dumb Brute and Mechanick World an imperfeQ 
Creation *till inhabited by a conſcious Being, whole 
Happineſs ſhould conſiſt in Obedience to, and a Con- 
templation on him and his Wonders. 

For this Rezſon Man was created with intelleCtu- 
al Powers and higher Faculties, who immediately 
beheld with Joy and Rapture, a World made to! 
the Support and Admiration of his new Being ; hov 
came he into this happy happy State! whence the 
Order! the Beauty! the Metody of this Living Gat: 
den! Are the Tices Verdant? Do the Birds Sing! 
Do the Fountains Flow for no other reaſon but to 
Delight and Entertain him ? How does he pals 
through the moſt bright and delicious Objects, and 
how does he Burn to vtter himſelf upon the Exta- 
tick Motions which they give him! In ſuch ſweet 
Inquietude were the firſt Hours of the World ſpent. 
and in this Laſſitude of Bliſs and Thought our Pa. 
rent fell into a protound Sleep, when his Maker, 
who knew how Irkſome a lonely Happineſs was tc 
a {ociable Nature, form'd cut of his Side a Com- 
panion, Woman: He awak'd, and by a ſecret Sim- 
pathy beheld his Wife: He beheld his own roughe! 
Make ſoften'd into Sweetneſs, and temper'd inte 
Smiles: He ſaw a Creature (who had as *twere 
Heay*ns ſecond Thought in her Formation) to whon 
he cou'd communicate his Conceptions, on whon 
he could Glut his Eyes, with whom he could Rx 
viſh his Heart: Over this Conſort his Strength and 
Wiſdom claim'd, but his Affection refign'd the Su 
periority : Theſe both Equal and both Superior wer: 
to live in perfect Tranquility, and produce as hip- 
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theils, Except only one Tree: Which light Injun- 
Hon was all that was requir'd of 'em as an Inſtance 
of their Obedience and Gratitude to his Bounty, 
who had giv'n 'em every thing elſe. But ſuch was 
their Vanity and Ingratitude, that they ſoon forgot 
the Dependance ſuitable to a borrow'd Being, and 
were deluded into an empty hope of becoming by 
their Tranſgreſſion like their Creator, and (tho' juſt 
Born of the Duſt) proud enough from that No-Ex- 
iſtence to diſdain one that was Precarious : They 
did therefore Fat and were Undone ; they offended 
God, and like all their ſucceeding Criminals againſt 
bim, were conſcious that they did ſo. Innocence 
and Simplicity were baniſh'd their Boſoms, to give 
way to Remorſe and Conviction. Guilt and Shame 
are the new Ideas they have pluck'd from the Tree 
of Knowledge: Their affronted Creator pronounces 
upon 'em a Sentence which they now think more 
ſupportable than the Pain of his offended Preſence, 
which he withdrewz and commanded Nature to give 
em no further voluntary Obedience; ſo that he 
was now to extort from her the continuance of 
their wretched Condition by Toil and Labour, and 
'ſhe to bring forth Heirs to it with Pangs and Tor- 
ture. 

This is the Account we have from a certain neg- 
lected Book, which is call'd, and for its genuine 
Excellence above all other Books deſervedly calld 
THE SCRIPTURE: And methinks we may 
be convinc'd of the Truth of this Hiſtory of our 
| Parents, by the infallible Spots and Symptoms of 
their Hereditaty Dileale in our Tempers, Pride and 
* Ingratitude : For what is more natural to us, than 

by an unreaſonable Self- Opinion, (tho* we cannot 


dut feel that we are but mere Creatures and not of 


QUT 
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our ſelves) to aſſume to our ſelves the Praiſe an 
Glory of our Capacities and Endowments! and ho 
Lazy, how Unwilling are we to Eradicate the dee 
and inward Satis faction of Self-admiration ? Hoy 
ever, it muſt be confeſs'd, that 'tis the moſt {en 
leſs and ſtupid of all our Infirmities, for til! yo. 
can remember and recount to us, when that Ti. 
ing, Throbbirg Particle within, firſt reſolv'd to I . 
a Body, when it ſpun out its Arteries, Fibres 25. 
Veins, contriv'd the warm circulating Stream th: 
runs through *em, when you firſt ventur'd to le 
the Heart pant, the Lungs ſuck Air, and at laſt te 
lanch the whole tender Machine into the hazard o 
Motion; *till, I ſay, you can acquaint us with a 
this, you mult kneel and fall down before him, by 
whom you were thus Fe:rtully and Wonder fu! 
Made, 

But the firſt Pair, now ſuſpiciovs of each other 
baniſh'd the more immediate Influence and Preſenc; 
of their Almighty Protector, were liable {Naked ard 
Diſtreſs'd as they were) to be entangled by the Thon 
and the Brier, and torn by the Lion and Wo'f, why 
have ever ſince been prompted to fly in the Face: 
of the deteſted Ingrates : Therefore the increating 
World, for their Benner againſt Themſelves and 
other Animals, were oblig'd to go into Contract; 
and policies, ſo that human Life (by long Grada. 
tion) aſcended into an Art: The Tongue was noy 
to Utter one thing, and the Boſom to Conceal aro- 
ther; and from a deſire of Superiority in our de- 
prav'd Natures, was bred that unſatisfied Hunger 
Ambition; a monſtrous Excreſcence of the Mird. 
which makes Superfluity, Riches, Honour and Di- 
ſtinction, but mere Neceſſities of Life, as if 't were 


our Fate in our fallen Condition (leſt a Supply of | 
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that frugal Nature deſires ſhould be obtain'd) to 


ble of being reliey'd, and (which to confirm our 
ant and Miſery) increaſes with its Acquiſit ions: 
nder this leading Crime, ate Envy, Hatied, Cru- 
Gy, Cunning, Craft and Debate, Muſler'd, and 
Arm'd ; and a Battalion of Diſeaſes, Torments 
and Cares, th:natural Effects of thoſe Evils, be- 
come our boſom Companions 3 from which no 
Arms can reſcue, no Flight ſecure us but a Return 
to that God, in whoſe ſroteftion only is our Na- 
tive lo? Seat of Reſt and Tranquility, To which 
Abode ſince our Expulfion we cannot dare to ap- 
proach, but Guilt which runs even to Succours it 
knows vain, makes us, with our firſt Parents in the 
ſme Circumſtances, hide from Omnipreſence: I 
ſaid in the ſame Circamſtaaces, for we have not 
only implicitly committed their Crime, as we were 
in them, but do aito actually repeat it in our wa 
rerſons: For when a Created Being relinquiſhes the 
Power of its Creator, and inſtead of relying on his 
Conduct and Government, draws to it ſelf aninde- 
mage Model of Lite, what does it but pluck 
rom the Tree of Knowledge, and attempt a Theft 
of Underſtanding, from him who is Wildom it ſelf? 
This is a tremendous Coatideration, yet is there 
Bot that Mau breathing, who has any where placed 
his Confidence but in God, and conſiders ſeriouſly 
bis own Heart, but feels its Weight, nor can the 
Boſom under it reccive any Impreſſion, but that of 
endleſs Deſpair, | 

But behold the Darkneſs diſperſes, and there is 
ſtill lope breaking in upon our Sorrow, by the 
Light of which we may again lift up our Eyes, and 
{ce our Maker: For in the midft of our deſerv'd 
Miiery, 
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Miſery, our Reconciliation is coming on through: Wucing! 
Mediator, who is perfectly unconcern'd in our Crim: fled Se 
But tho' innocent of our Tranſgieſſion, aſſume We whic] 
that and our Nature, and, as an Atonement for u Accidents 
offers his Life a Ranſom, with this regard on c Imaginat! 
Part, that as it is an Expiation, it is allo an Ex-n Iptrocuce 
ple: An Example to inſtruct us, that not only the f fon tor , 
Command laid upon us was a re ſonable one, by Which w 
alſo the pꝛeſent Life exfie and ſupporcable. for h Amor 
himt elf voluntarily undeigo's it in its greateſt C Cuties 
lamities: He who had all wings in his Power, an! for a ! 
wanted a!i things, by inforcing an abſtinent nite e Inſtance 
Wealth, and patient enduring of Poverty. reftores uy Kd TO th 
not only to the Bliſs of leading this Life with $41, ,n e 
faction and Reſigna ion to the Divine Will (which that He 
only is our tiue Life) but by a ſhox: Paſſage throug |; fuſion, * 
momentary Death, tranſlates us to an nappy ever. I ſtrik 
laſting Exiſtence, incapable of Sorrow, estineſs ©: blent A 
Change: To accompliſh which gieat Revolution, the Ope 
our glorious Deliverer from our ſelves detign'd to - the 
Eſtabliſh his Empire, not by Conqueſt, but a Right P<lcen« 
much more laſting, cArduaus and Indiſputable Cin. in a ma 
vidion ; for our Slavery being Intellectual and in Tempo 
our own Boſoms, the Redemption muſt be there alſo; #Þroug| 
Yet the World, Inchanted with its ton imaginary No- they v 
tions of Freedom, knew not how to receive ſo Ab. Mount: 
ſtracted a Manumiſſi on, but contemn'dthe Promile off Nation 
Reſtoration to Li/eand Liberty, froma poor Man Wo Bur the 
himſelf enjoy'd none of the Advantages which ariſe} leaſt C 
from thoſe Dear (but Miſunderſloed) Apellations, their C 
May we then without Blame approach and behold! Deities 
this Sacred and Miraculous Life? How, alas! fail} themſe 
we Trace the Myſterious Steps of God and Man: Thu 
How conſidet him at once in Subjection to, and Po- fix ( 
minion over Nature ? Convi 
The moſt Appoſite, (tho moſt flow) Method of u the 


red: 
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wucing the Wor'd to its Obedience, was that our 
lefſed Saviour ſhould appear in the deſpicable At- 
e which he did, without any of thoſe attendant 
cidents which attract the Eye, and charm the 
Imagination: For the Knowledge which he was to 
Itroduce, being an Eternal Truth; the proper Man- 


bn fon for it was in the Reaſon and Judgement, into 
- Which when it had once enter'd, it was not to be 


mov'd by any Impreſſions upon tae Lower 
Eiculties, to which it was not to be beholden 
for a Reception. There is not therefore one 


; Iſtance in the New Teſtament of Power exer- 
ted to the Deſtruftion, tho' fo many to the Preſer- 


" Fation of Mankind: But to a cegenerate Race, he 


9 


nn a T 


that Heals, is leſs valu'd thaa ne that Kills : Con- 


fuſion, Terror, Noiſe and Amazement , are what on- 


I ſtrike ſervile Minds; but Order, Symmetry, 
lent Awe, Bleſſing and Peace are Allirements to 
the Open, Simple, Innocent and Truly knowing 5 
* the very Nation among whom the Holy Feſus 

eſcended to Converſe, had (if we may ſo ſpeak) 
in a mannertir'd Heav'n with appearing in the more 
Fompous Demonſtrations of its Power: They paſs'd 
through Waves Divided and Ere& for their March, 
they were ſupernaturally Fed in a Wilderneſs, a 
Mountain ſhook, and Thunder utter'd their Law; 
Nations were Deſtioy'd to gain them Inheritance! 
But they ſoon forgot theſe Benetits, and upon the 
leaſt Ceſſation of Fear and Miracle, they deſerted 
their Creator, and return'd to their own Handywork 
Deities, who were as ſenſeleſs of their Makers, as 
themſelves were of theirs. 

Thus ſhort-liv'd is Wonder, and thus Impotent to 
fix (what we have ſaid our Law-giver defigu'd) 


| Conviction. For which Reaſon our Aſtoniſhment 
u the New Teſtament is more ſparingly rais'd, and 


that 
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that only to awaken our Attention ro Plain, Ta 
and Obrious Truths (which ſupport themtech, 
when receiv'd) by the Author'ty cf Miracle. | 
We Read that he was led ji! 
a Wilderneſs, where he wer 
lerfa'ly bore Hunger and . ” 
for Forty Days; in the height of which Exigeug 
and Neceſſity, the Tempter came to him and e 
him, if he were the Son of God, to Ke: cv- 
pteſent Miſe:y, by turning the Stones into By 
which Attempt when he found Fruiticls; ail 
ſerv'd that he wou'd Uſe no ſupeinatnral Re! 
but bear Buman Nature and its lufimities, ke 4: 


Matt. 4. 


* * } a - * FF { 4 
tacks him the meſt accep:avle way to cur Wea! 
the Supplies. of Pride and Vanity : Ee ſtew} 


in 
him the Kingdoms and G'ory of the World, (dhe 
he had Puzc:ated from Man by his Veſection Iten 
God) and offer'd him the Domin:on of 'em if 11; 
would Worſhip him; but our Loid Cantemn'd che 
alſo, and in his Want and Foverty retir'd into 
private Village; where and in the A djecent Patis u 
the Neceſſitous Man lay jn Obicutty , th: 
merciful God did not, for ke never ditcontinued wi 
Vilible benign Aſſiſtance, to the Kclief of the Dt 
ſcas'd, the Feſſeſs'd and the Tormented. 

In his admable Sermon upon 
the Moan, he gives his Divine 
Precepts in ſo eaſie and ſamila: 


Matt. 5. 


a manner, and which ate ſo well adapted to all the 


Rules of Life and tight Reaſon, that they mu: 
needs carry throughout a felt evident Authority to 
all that Read *em; to thoſe that obey 'em, from 
the firm Satis faction which they Inſpire ; to those 
that neglect 'em, from the Anxiciy that natura!:y 
attends a coa:rary! Practice: There is the hole 


tics: 
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leg Heart of Man diſcover'd by him that Made it, and 
ll our ſecrer Impulſes to IIl, and falſe appea- 
ia ances of Good, expos'd and detected: Among 
7 other excellent Doctrines, one which methinks muſt 
be, to thoſe who are fo hacdea'd as to read the 
Divine Oracles with Unbelief, an irrefragable Argu- 
ment of his Divinity : But when 
1 thor Prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, Matt. 6. 6. 
5 and when thou haſt ſhut thy Door, 
Pray to thy Father which is in Secret, and thy Father 
which ſcetÞ in Secret, ſhall reward Thee openly, Now 
it cannot enter into the Heart of Man, that any 
but God could be the Author of a Command fo 
abſtracted from all worldly Intereſts ; for how ab- 
+++ ſurd were it in a Being, that had not an Inter- 
ou courſe with our Sous, or knew not their 
| moſt ſecret Motions, to direct our Applicati- 
on to it ſelf, ſo ſtritly apart, and out of tae Ob- 
ſervation of any Power ele than Ubiquitary? 
There came to him a Captain, | 
in the behalf of his Servant, grie- Matt. 8. 
vouſly tormented with a Palſie: 
Our Lord promis'd him to come and heal him, but 
the Soldier (with an openneſs and ſincerity of Mind 
peculiar to his Profeſſion) who could not believe 
in, or ſerve him, but with his whole Heart, told 
'F him, he knew Nature was in his Power with as de- 
ſpotick a Subjeftion, as his Men were under his, 
1 begg'd him only to ſpeak him whole, and he knew 
he would be ſo: Our Saviour extoll'd his honeſt, 


1 ith 


oY frank and unreterved Contidence, gave him a ſuit⸗ 
= able Succeſs, ſending him away with this Glorious 
. Eulogium, that he had not found ſuch Faith, no 


not in Iſrael! 


Thus 
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Thus did he beſtow Mercy and Salvation upon t:4 
eaſie and common terms of ordinary Friend 
as if there needed nothing to make him, but be 
lieving he would be, their Benefactor. And, wh 
in the leſt Affairs, is a Friend to him that diſtcuty 
him? | 

In plain and apt Parable, sim. 
litude and Allegory, he proceede 
daily to inſpire and inforce the Do 
ctrine of our Salvation; but they of his Acquain- 
tance, inſtead of receiving what they could not op- 
poſe, were oftended at the Preſumption, of bein; 
wiſer than they: Is not this the Carpenter's Son. 
is not his Mother called Mary, his Brethren, Jame, 


Matt. 13. 55. 


Foſeph, Simon and Judas? They could not railef 


their little Ideas above the conſideration of him, ir 
thoſe Circumſtances familiar to*em, or conceive that 
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he who appear'd not more Terrible or Pompous, 
ſnould have any thing more Exalted than themſelves; 
he in that Place therefore would not longer in- 
effectually exert a Power which was incapable of Con- 
quering the Prepoſſeſſion of their narrow and mean 
Conceptions. 

Multitudes follow'd him, and 
brought him the Dumb, the 
Blind, the Sick and Maim'd; 
whom when their Creator had Touch'd, with a ſe- 
cond Life they Saw, Spoke, Leap'd and Rau; in 
Affection to him, and Admiration of his Actions, 
the Crowd could not leave him, but waited near 
him Three Days, *till they were almoſt as faint 
and helpleſs as others they brought for Succour : 


Matt. is. 


Ke had compaſſion on em, commanded 'em to be | 


ſeated, and with Seven Loaves, and à few little 
Fiſhes, Fed four thouſand Men, beiides Women and 


Ch.ldien; 


than h 
and Po 
left hi 
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| Children : Oh the Extatick Entertainment, when 
they could behold their Food immediately increaſe, 
w the Diriburer's Hand, and ſee their God in 
| lerſon, Feeding and Refreſhing his Creatures: Oh 
a Envied Happineſs ! But why do 1 ſay Envied, as if our 
| Good God did not ſtill preſide over our temperate 
Meals, cheartul Hours, and innocent Converſa- 
tions. 
But tho? the ſacred Story is every where full of 
Miracles, not inferior to this, and tho? in the midſt 
of thoſe Acts of Divinity, he never gave the leaſt 
hint of a Deſign to become a Secular Prince, or in 
a Forcible or Miraculous manner to caſt off the 
Roman Yoke they were under, and reſtore again 
tnoſe Diſgrac'd Favourites of Heav'n, to its former 
Indulgence, yet had not hitherto the àpoſtles them- 
ſcives (ſo deep ſet is our Natural Pride) any other 
than hopes ot Woildly Power, Preferment, Riches 
and Pomp: For Perry, who it ſeems ever ſince he 
left his Net and his Skiff, Dreamt of nothing but 
being a great Man, was utterly undone to hearour 
Saviour explain to em, upon an Accident of Am- 
bition among 'em, that his Kingdom was not of 
nd thi: World; and was ſo ſcandaliz'd, that he, whom 
he had ſo long follow'd, ſhould ſuffer the Ignominy, 
4; | Shame and Death which he toretold, that he took 
him aſide and ſaid, Be it far from 
| thee, Lord, this ſhall not be untothee; Matt. 16. 22. 
For which he tuffer'd a ſevere Re- 
As | prehenſion from his Maſter, having in his View the 
Glory of Man, rather than that of God, 
” The great Change of things began to draw near, 
de when the Lord of Nature thought fit as a Saviour 
le and Deliveret to make his publick Entry into Ferw- 
d | alem, with mote than the Power and Joy, but none 
F of 
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of the Oſtentation and Fomp of a Triumph: k. 
came Humble, Meek and Lowly; with an unte! 
new Extaſie, Multitudes ftrow'd his way with Ga: 
ments and Olive-branches, Crying with loud Glad: 
neſs and Acclamation, Hoſanna' 
the Son of David, Bleſſed is e thi 
cometh in the Name of the Lord! & 
this great King's Accellion to his Throne, Men wer: 
not Ennobled but Sav'd; Ciimes were not Remi: 
ted, but Sins Fcrgiven; he did not beſtow Medals 
Honours, Favours, but Health, Joy, Sight, Speech 
The firſt Object the Blind ever {aw, was the Author 
of Sight, while the Lame Ran before, and the Dub 
repeated the Haſaunah! Thus Attended, he Entred 
into his own Houle, the Sacred Temple, and |; 
his Divine Authority Expell'd Traders and World 
lings that Prophan'd it; and thus did he, for atime, 
ule a great and deſpotick wer, to let Unbelicvet; 
underſtand, that *twas not want of, but Superio!i- 
ty to all Worldly Dominion, that made him not 
exert it: But is this then the Saviour, is this the 
Deliverer ? ſhall this Obſcure Nazarene command 
Ifracl, and fit in the Throne of David? ſuch wete 
the unpleaſant Forms that ran in the Thoughts of 
the then Powerful in Feryſalem, upon the moſt Truly 
Glorious Entry that ever Prince made; for there ws) 


Matt. 21. 


not one that follow'd him, who was not in his In-! 


rereſt ; their Proud and Diſdainful Hearts, which 
were Putiified with the Love and Pride of this World, 
were impregnable to the Reception of ſo mean 4 
Benefactor and were now enough exaſperated with 
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Benefits to Conſpire his Death: Our Lord was ſen 
ſible of their Deſign, and prepar'd his Diſciples for 
it, by recounting to 'em now more diſtinctly what 
ſnculd befall him; but Peter with an ungrounded 
Retolution, and in a Fluſh of Temper, made a 

Sanguine 
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anguine Proteſtation; that thy 

＋ Men were ofttended in him, yer 27at!, 26. 33. 
would not he be offended, !t was 

a great Article of our Saviout's Buſineſs in the 
World, to biing. us to a Senſe of our Inability, 
yithout God's Aſſiſtance, to do any thing Great or 
Good; he therefore told Peter, who thought fo well 
of his Courage and Fidelity, that they would both 
fail him, and ev'n he ſhould deny him Thie that 

ery Night. 

But what Heart can conceive? What Tongue utter 
ne Sequel? Who is that vonder Bufleted, Moc d 
and Spurn'd? Whom do they Drag like a Felon? 
M aither do they carty my Lord, my King, my Sa- 
yiour and my God ? And will he Die to expiate 
thoſe very Injuries ? See where they have Nail'd 
the Lord and Giver of Lite! How his Wounds 
blacken! His Body writhes, and Heart heaves with 
Pity, and with Agony | Oh Almighty Suferecer, 
Jock down, look down from thy 'riumphant In- 
amy; Lo lie inclines his Head to his Sacred Ba- 
om! Hark he Groans, tee he Expites! The Eurth 
nembles, the Temple rends, the Recks burſt, 
the Dead Ariſe Which are the Quick ? Which 
a'2 the Dead? Sure Nature, all Nature is departing 
[ith her Creator. 
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AA AASA CENCE OTGIICLOICEIGII 


% 


OD οοοοο . 


HAP. III. 


HERE was nothing in our 89 


Principles He introduc'd for g 
Conduct, but what was ſo fat fte 
Oppoling, that they might na: 


_ 


our's own Deportment, or in 1! 


rally fall in with the Statute: 


whatever, and regarded em no otherwiſe than 
make us more Obedient to 'em: Yet the Prot: 
ſors of this Do&rine were told they were to m 


but very little Quarter, for the acceptable gen 


they were to do 'em, but muſt lay down th 


very Lives to bring Us to a Contempt of t!# 


Grandeur in Comp:uiſon of Greater and Hig! 
Purſuits : In order to this Great End, their De! 
cable Artillery were Poverty and Meeknels ; | 


conſideration therefore of thoſe Arms is no 


greſſion from our Purpoſe : It is in every Bo 
Obſeryaiion with what diſadvantage a Poor ) 


enters upon the moſt Ordinary Affairs, much m 


diſputing with the whole World, and in contrad. 


on of the Rich, that is, the Wiſe ; For as cer: 
as Wealth gives Acceptance and Grace to all FF 


its Poſſeſſor ſays or does, ſo Poverty creates! 
eſteem, Scorn and Prejudice to all the Under: 


ings of the Indigent : The Neceſſitous Man 


neither Hands, Lips, or Underſtanding, for his 0 
or Friends. uſe, but is in the ſame condition » 
the Sick, with this Difterence only, that his 


Infection no Nan will Relieve, or Aſſiſt, or 1 


Forms of any Civil Governme: 


does, 
and 1 
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ſuch is the unaccountable Inſolence of Man, that 
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does, *tis ſeldom with ſo much Pity, as Contempt, 
and rather for the Oſtentation of the Phyſician, 


than Compaſlion on the Fatient: It is a Circum- . 


tance, wherein a Man finds all the Good he de- 
{eryes inacceſſible, all the Ill unavoidable ; and the 
Poor Hero is as certainly Ragged, as the Poor Vil- 
lain Hang'd : Under theſe Preſſutes the Poor Man 
{peaks with Hæſitation, undertakes with Irreſoluti- 
on, and acts with Dilappointment : He is lighted 
in Mens Converſations, overlook'd in their Aſſem- 
blies, and beaten at their Doors : But from whence 
alas has he this Treatment? from a Creature thar 


has only the Supply of, but not an Exemption 
from the Wants, tor which he deſpiſes him: For 


he will not ſee that he who is ſupported, is in 
the {ſame Clals ct natural Neceſlity with him that 
wants A Support ; and ro be help'd, impkes ro be 
indigent. In a Word, after all you can ſay of a 
Man, conclude that heis Rich, and you have made 
him Friends ; nor have you utterly overthrown a 
Man in the World's Opinion, 'till you have ſaid he 
is Poor: This is the Emphatical Expreſſion of Praiſe 
and Blame, for Men ſo ſtupidly forget their natural 
Impotence and Want, that Riches and Poverty have 
taken in our Imagination the place of Innocence 
and Guilt; he therefore that has ſuffer'd the Con- 
tumelies, Diſappointments and Miſeries which at- 
tend the Poor Man's Condition, and without run- 
ning into baſe, indecent or ſervile Arts for his re- 
frets, hath return'd upon an infolent World its 
Scorn, He (1 ſay) has fought a nobler Fight, Con- 
quer'd greater Difliculties, and deſerves a brighter 
Diadem, than ever Fortune beſtow'd on the moſt 


fonded and moſt gaudy of her Favourites; But to 


capacitate ones ſelf for this hard Work, how neceſ- 
C 2 {ary 
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ſary is that Sublime and Heroick Virtue, Meekne\ 
a Virtue which icems the very Characteriſtick of? 
Chriſtian, and ariſes from a great, not a grove! 
Idea of things: For as certainly as Pride procees; 
from a mean and narrow view of the little Ad 

tages about a Man's tcif, ſo Meekneſs is founded 
on the extended Contemplation of the Place ve 
bear in the Univerſe, and a juſt Oblervation hoy 
little, how empty, how wavering are our erp 
Reſolves and Councils: and as (to a well tay 

Mind) when you've ſaid au Haughey and Prod 
Man, you have ſp ke a narrow Conception, 

Spirir, and deſpicable Carriage; fo when you've, . 
a Man's Meck and Humble, you've acquainted u 
that ſich a Perſon has artiv'd at the hardeſt Ti 
in the World in an univerial Obſervation round lum. 
to be quick to ſee hiis own Fau'ts and other Me: 
Virtues, and at the height or pardoning every Man 
ſooner than himſelf; you've aito given us to under 
2:49, that to treat him kindly, fincerely and tc 
ſpeaiuily, is but a mere Juſtice to him that's read; 
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to do us the ſame Offices: This Tempec of Soi! 
keeps us always awake to a juſt tenſe of thing, 
teaches us that we are as well akin to Worms a 
to Angels, and as nothing is above theſe, ſo is he. 
thing range thoſe: It keeps our Underſtanding uy 
about us, fo that all things appear to us great « 
hitle 3 wins are in Nature, not as they are gil de 
or ſullied by Accident and Fortune, 

Meeknels is tothe Mind, what a good Mein is 
to the Body, without which, the beſt Linib'd an 
fineſt Complection'd Perſon may be very af 
able; and with it, a very Homely and Plain one 
cannot be fo; tor a good Air Gopplic the Impet 
{-ction of Feature and Shape, by throwing a cer 


tain Beauty on the whole, which covers the dil. 
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pgreeubieneſs of the Parts; it hes a State and Hu- 
mility peculiar to its e t above all Virtues, like the 
Holy Scripture, its ſacred Record, where the high- 
eſt things are expreis'd in the molt eaſie Terme, 
dad w ch carries throrg ghout a con lefcending Ex- 
planation, and 4 cext at! | Mecknets of Stile. 

Wich this Circumſtance, and 


* % C++ 
tre faithful Fo! 


this reagy Virtue, 


oweis of a Crucity'd Maſter were to 


N pe Cort? to an Eternal Kingdom, and 
SUN that in Tr. pecd tc contemn the hazards and 
Biiatters of a Crag) and Impenitent Generation. 
Gicat were tie Actions and St afferings of all out 
Fefiod Savionrs Apoltics, but St. Paul being pecu= 
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oO Vs wao were or are Gentiles, he me- 
$41) 1 nice 


e particularly challenges our regard: God 
who beſtow'd upon others ſapernaturally the Girr 
of longues, but not of Arts, thought therefore fit 
to make uſe of him already Maſter in ſome mea- 
fare of both, and qualified to converſe with the 
politer World by his Acquaintance with their Stu- 


ic Jdies, Laws and Cuſtoms : But tho? he hows him- 


ſelf by frequent brisk Sallies and quick Interrogato- 


res, Skilful in approaching the Paſſions by Rheto- 
tick, yet he is very modelt in any of thote Orna- 
ments, and ſtrikes all along at the Reaſon, where 
e never falls to convince the attentive and unpre- 
judic'd ; and tho' bis Peiton was very deſpicable 
(which to a Stranger is almoſt aa infuperable Incon- 
feaience) yet ſuch was the Fower of th: Com- 
manding Truth which he utter'd, and 1115 Skill how and 

nen to utter it, that there every np appears in 
Kis Character, either the Man of Bulingſs, the Gen- 
tleman, the Hero, the Apoſtle, or th: Martyrs 
which Eminence above the other Apoſtles might 
well be expected from his Sangumac aud Undertaking 
Complexion, temper'd by E Educatie n, and quickned 
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by Grace: *Tis true indeed, he had Oppos'd in the 
moſt Outragious and Violent manner this new Faith, 
and was acceſlary to the Murder of the glorious 
Leader of the Army of Martyrs, St. Stephen; but 
that fierce Diſpoſition fell off with the Scales from 
his Eyes, and God, who ever regards the Inten'i- 
on, chang'd his miſtaken Method of ſerving him, 
and he is now ready to promote the {ame Religion 
by his Sufferings, which before he would have Ex 
tirpated by his Perſecutions. He and his Comp 
mon had made very great Progreſs in the Courer- 
lion both of Jews and Gentiles, but certain Un 
believers Prompted the Multitude to 
a Reſolution at a general Aflemb!y 
to Aſlaſſine 'em, but they adver 
tis'd of it fled unto Lycaonia, where their cio 
and Eloquence were very Succeſsful ; but at Le 
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a certain poor Cripple (from his Mother's Womb) 
heard him with very particular Attention and Dees 
tion, whom the Apoſtle (obſerving in his very Couir 
tenance his warm Contrition and Preparation of, 
Soul to receive the Benefit) commanded to ſtand up, 
upon which he immediately Jump'd upon his Legs, 
and Walk' d: This Miracle alarm'd the whole City 
who believ'd their Gods had deſcended in Human 
Shapes: Barnabas was immediately Fove, aud as 
his Mercury: The Prieſt of Jupiter now is com!!; 
to Sacrifice to 'em with Oxen aud 
Garlands ; but they rau into tte 
Multtude, we ale Men like you, 
are ſubje& to the ſame Weakneſs, Infirmities, and 
Paſſions with your ſelves: We, alas! are [mpotei 
of the gicat things our ſelves have done; your aud 
our Creator will no longer let you wander in the 
Maze and Error of your Vanities and falſe No ion 
of his Deity, but has ſeat us with Inſtarces elke 

ni- 
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Omnipotence to awake you to a Worſhip worthy 
tim, and worthy you, Oh graceful Paſlaze to fee 
the great Apolſtle oppoſe his own Succeſs! Now 
paly his Vetemence, his Power and his Eloquence 
ze too feeble when they pre ungent againſt them- 
ſelves; for with Prayers and Enticaties the Crowd 
could hardly be prevaibd upon, to forvear their 
Adoration. But this Applatile, like all other, 
was but a mere Guſt, tor the Malice of cer- 
tain Jews follow'd 'em from Icon, ang quickly 
jnſinuat ed into the giddy Multitude, as much Ran- 
cout as they had before Devotion; who in a Tu- 
multuary manner Ston'd St. Paul, and drag'd him as 
Dead, cout of the Gates of the City; but he bore 
tmeir Aſtronts wich much let: d' gu ion then their 
Wotſip: Here was in a riice the nigheſt and law- 
elt coudition, the molt reſpectiul and moſt inſolent 
treatment thit Man could iccetwe; but Chiiſtianit y, 
»hica kept his Eye upon the Caule not Effect of 
his Actions, (and always gives us a trautient regard 
to tranlitory things,) deprets'd him wuen Ador'ds 
exalted him when Alt:cated, 

But thcie two excellent Men, tho” they had the 
Endearments of Feil9y Suffering, and their Friend- 


| ſhip heightned by the yer faſter tic of Religion, 


could not longer accompany each 

other, but upon a Dilpute about Act 15. v. 39. 
taking Mark with em, wav it 

leems had betore deleited 'em, their Diſſention 
grew to the higheſt a Relentment between Gene— 
vous Friends ever can, even to part and eftrange 
m:; ”ur dez did it an . e TN or 


wade: us, hende her we obſer ve it at the nflane of 


being 1o or not, o much Inſtruments of his great 


and leciet Purpotes, that he has given every Mat 
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vidual Man, I know not what peculiarly his ow: 
which ſo much diſtinguiſhes him from all oth 
Perſons, that 'tis impoſſible, ſometimes, for two of 
the {ame geaerous Reſolutions, Honeſty aud Inte. 
grity to do well together; whether it be that Pro 
yidence has ſo order'd it to difttibute Virtue the 
mote, or whatever it is, ſuch is the frequent eT:Q, 
For theſe noble Perſonages was forc'd to take dif- 
terent Ways, and in thoſe were eminently uſeful 1; 
the ſame Cante z as you may have ſeen two Chy- 
mica} Waters, aſunder, ſhiningly tranſparent, thrown 
together, muddy and oftciiliye, 

The Apcſtle was warn'd in 
Vilion to go into Aacedonia, whi- 
ther he and his now Cempanior 
Silas accordingly went : At Piilirti he commended 
an Evil Spirit to depart cut of a Young Woman; 
but her Maſter (to whom her diſtraction was a Re 
venue, which ceazy'd by her future Inabilicy to an- 
(yer the Demands uſually made to her,) with the 
ordinary method of hiding private Malice in pub- 
lick Zeal, rais'd the Multitude upon 'em, as Diſtur— 
bers of the publick Peace, and Innovaters upon thai: 
Laws and Liberties: The Multitude huiry'd 'em :g 
the Magiſtrates, who happening to be as wiſe as 
themſelves, commanded en to be Stripp'd, W hipy's, 
and clap'd in Goal: The Keeper receiving very 
ri& Orders ſor their ſafe C ſtody, put em in lions 
in the Dungeon; the abusꝰ d Innocents had now no 
way left for their redreſs, but applying to then 
God, who when all human Arts and Forces fail, 
is ready for our Relief, nor did St. Paul on Ic 
Occaſions imp:orc ptætenatural A Hliſtance ; 
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Nec Deus interſit ni dimmus vindice Nodus 
Lieiderit--—— 


Let not a God approact the Is 
In caſes for a'Ged to Mean. 


We muſt, to Men of Wit and Galiantry, quote 
out of their own Scriptures, Their Generous way 
of Devotion, and beging Afliſtance, was giving 
Thanks for their preſe nt Extremities: In the mickt 
of their Sores and Chains, they Sang Hymns and 
Fraiſes to theit Creator: Immediately the Bolts 
flew, the Manacies fell off, the Doors were open 
ed, and th: Eaith ſhook : Tie Goaler awakes in 
Terrour, and believing all under his Cuſtody eicop'd, 
went to diſpatch himſelf; but St. Paul calls — him. 
he comes and beholds his Priſoners detain'd by ne- 


10w, Torture, and Deſpair of a Dungeon, turn'd in- 
to the Joy, the Rapture, the Hallelujah, the Exta- 
fie of an Heav'n; He fell Trembling at the Apo- 
tles Feet, reſign'd himſelf to his Captives, and 
felt in himſelt the happy Exchange of his Liberty, 
tor that Yoke in whicn alone is perfect Freedom. 
Early the next Morning, upon this ſtupendious oc- 
cation, the Magiſtrates ſent Orders thoſe Men might 
be Releas'd: Dat St. Paul, who knew he had Law 
on hes fide, and that his being a Priſoner made him 
nor the leſs a Gentleman and a Roman, ſcorn'd 
het pretended Favor, nor would regard their Meſ- 
lace, *rull they bad themſelves in as publ; ck a man- 
let © acknowledg? d theix Oftence, as they had com- 
8 it, which they did by attending 'em in the 


Hcrace' Genera” Frifile to Piſo's, Verſe 105. 
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Goal, and deſiring in a Ceremonious manner ſ they 
would leave the City; upon which the £ poſtle 
accept ed his Inlargement, and whey 
he had ſetled what Buſineſs he had 
in that Town, left it and its Ru— 
lers to forget that painful Truth, which they kad 
neither Power to gainſay, nor Ingenuity to ackno- 
ledge. 

His taking leave of the Chief of the Epheſiz 
Churches, is hardly to be Read without Tears, 
where, when he had reminded 'em of his whole 
Blameleſs, Diſintereſted, Humble, and Laburious 
Carriage, he acquaints em with his Keſolution of 
going to Jeruſalem and never to return thither; hz 
knew not, he ſaid, what would particularly bet: 
him there, but that in general, Affflictions, Diſt te 
ſes and Indignities were the Portion of his I 


— He 


which he was ready to hazard or lay down 
Cauſe which has a certain ſweetneſs in it, that c. 
make a Man embrace his Chains, and enjoy l. 
Miſeries; what could be anſwer'd to his gllai: 
| Declaration and Behaviour but u 
Acts zc. 38. they did, who All wert ſore, an 
fell on K. Paul's Necks and Ki 

Vim? Sorrewing moſt of all for the Werds which 
ſpake, that they ſhould ſee his Face no more. Cert in 
Jews of Aſia were glad to ſee him again at Je 
lem, and inflam'd the City with their Perſonal Know- 
ledge of his Carriage, to the diſparagement of th: 
Temple, and the Rites of their Nation : Upon 
which he had been torn to Pieces, had he not ben 
Reſcu'd by the Commanding Military Officer there; 
of whom (going with him as a Priſoner into th: 
Caſtle) he obtain'd the Liberty of ſpeaking to the 
People: They heard him with great Attention, t 
he contradicted their Monopoly of God; at whch 
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icy loſt all Order and Patience, But Oppoſition 
was ſo far from diſpiriting, that ir did but quicken 
his Reſolution; for his great Heart, inſtead of 
fainting and Subſiding, role and biggen'd in pro- 
portion to any growing Danger that threatened 
him; however he is carry'd to his Impriſonment, 
but not ev'n there to be without debate, for he is 
by the Commander's Order to be Scourg'd, to 
which he do's not Paſſively, or baſely ſubmit, but 
aſlerts his Roman Privilege, and Exemption from 
ſuchi Indignities. 

He was thereupon next Morning 
brought down to a Trial by a As, cap. 23. 
Council of his own Nation, where 
upon his very opening his Mouth, the Chief Prieſt 
commanded him to be ſtruck, for which he calls 
him Hypocrite and falſe Pretender to Juſtice, who 
could uſe a Man, he was to ſit as Judge of, ſo In- 
humanly 3 but his good Breeding being founded up- 
on no lets a Sanction than the Command of God> 
he immediately Ræcollects himſelf, and acknowledges 
his Error and Diſteſpect to the Dignity of his Of- 
tice : Yet oblerving (by this treatment from the 
Prelident of the Council) the ulage he was to ex- 
pect, by a very $kiltul turn he makes Friends in an 
Allembly unanimous in his Ruin, but in that only 
ungnimous; tor Z7hariſees, in which Sect he was Bred, 
compoling part of tac Court, he cloſes with their 
belief of a Reſurrection, and there grounded the 
Cruelty he had met with among the Jews : This 
put *em imo fo great a Flame, that to fave him he was 
forcibly taken away iato the place from whence he 
came: His Enemies, gall'd to the quick at his 
Licape, Couſpir'd to Kill him, when (upon the High 
Prett's Requeſt) he ſhou'd be remanded to a Trial: 


A Neph:w of the Apoſtle's acquainted him oy 
his 
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this; he was neither afraid or amaz'd at the Inte. 
ligence, but like a Man of Buſineſs and the Won 
diſcreetly and calmly order'd the Youth to be intro 
duc'd to the Captain, whom he knew antwerab!: 
for the Safety of his Priſoner: The Officer in th: 
Night tent him with a ſtrong Party to Felix the 
Governor of the Province, and directed his Accu— 
lers to follow him thither : Before Felix, one Ter 
tullus, a Mercenary Orator, baul'd an impertinent 
Harangue, introduc'd with falſe Praife of the Judge 
and clos'd with falſe Accuſation of the Priſoner, 
who with cogent plain Truths, and matter of Fact, 
baffled his barbarous Eloquence, and obtain'd 19 
good a Senle of himſelf and his Innocence with the 
Viceroy, that he gave him a private Audience on 
the ſubje& of his Faith; but inſtead of then mak- 
ing his Court to him, he fell upon his Excellency's 
own darling Vices, talk'd of Righteouſneſs, Tem— 
perance, and Judgment, with its Terrors for neglech 
of ſuch Duties. In thoſe Heathen times, it ſeems 
it was uſual to have Exceſs, Wantonneſs, and Glut 
tony, to be the Practice of Courts, and the Apo- 
ſtle ſo nearly touch'd his Lordſhip, that he fell into 
a ſudden Dito:der before his Inferior, and diim:1>'d 
him ?till another Seaſon; he afterwards frequently 
was entertain'd by him, not without hopes ot 
Bribe, which was alſo, in very old Times, the way 
to the Favours of the Great. 

But Felix now leaving his Lieutenancy to Feſtus, 
this Friendleſs good Man was a proper Perſon tor a 
Tool to his Vanity, by doing an obliging thing to 
the Jews, in leaving him ſtill in Cuſtody at his de- 
parture, and no leſs uſeful to his New Excellency to 
be Sacrific'd to em upon his Entry: For at their 
requeſt to have him brought to Jeruſalem (deſigu- 
ing to diſpatch him by the way) tho? he at fit © 

R194 


ned 
himſe 
hand! 
their 
Caſur 
ſtood 
to gr 
Galtile 
been 
Cale 
at a 
to th 
o In 
count 
Ari 
great 
to hi 
fence 
as he 
tible 
upon 
forc'e 
to be 
to re 

In 
bat 4 
were 


Ht 
that 
Paſſa 
Hung 
ſtanc 
the v 
barou 


The Chriſtian Hero. 47 


nicd it, he afterwards propos'd it to the Apoſtle 
himſelf, to have the lilue of his Tryal there: But he 
handſomely evaded his baſe Condeſcention, and 
their as bale Malice, by Appealing as a Roman to 
ceſur himſelf, before whoſe Authority he allo then 
ſtood : But he is till keep in Goal in the {ame ſtate, 
to gratifie the Jews, *till Agrippa the Tetrarch of 
Galilee came to wait on Feu, Wuo (atter he had 
been there ſome Days) entertain'd him with the 
Cale of St. Paul, and acquainted him that he was 
at a lots what to do with him: He was ſo Odious 
to the jews, that he car'd not to Enlarge him, and 
{0 Innocent in himſelf, that he knew not what Ac- 
count to fend with him to Rowe: This moy'd 
Agrippa's Curioſity to hear him himſelf; in very 
great Pomp, he, his Siſter, and whole Retinue came 
to his Tryal: The Apoltle made ſo excellent a De- 
fence, that Mean, Wrong'd, Poor and Unfriended 
as he was, he was neither Ridicu'ous or Contemp- 
tible to that Courtly Audience, but prevail'd ſo far 
upon the Greateſt and Wiſcſt Man there, that he 
forc'd him to declare, then ha? alin? per added me 
to be a Griſtian , it would, methinks, be a Sin not 
to repeat his very handiome Antwer. 

I would to Goa, that not only then, 
b:t alſo al that hear me lis day, Ads 25. ver. 
were not only almaſt, but altogether 29, 

ſuch a: I am, except theft Sands. 

His Appeal made it neceſiary in courte of Law, 
that he mould go to Rene; in his 
Paſſage thither, and inthe Tempeſt, As 27, 
Hunger and Shipwrack, his Con- 
ſtancy was not a Support to him ou!ly, but alſo to 
the whole Company; and being thrown upon Aa bar- 
barous Iſland, he did and receit d mutual Othces 

among 


La. 
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among the Poor Savages, not yet cultivated into 
Ingratitude. At R ame, the other Priſoners were car- 
ry'd into ſafe Cuſtody, but he was permitted, with 
a Soldier only for his Ward, to live in his own hi- 
Ted Houſe, teaching the things which concern the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, no Man forbidding him; for it 
was only in Nero's Reign, nor had Rome yet arriv'd 
at the exquiſite and refin'd Tyranny of an Inquiſi- 
tion. Thus we have been diſtinct in running thro” 
the more illuſtrious Paſſages of this Conſummate 
Life and Character, as they are plac'd in Holy Writ, 
and may preſume, after all the Injuries we have done 
him, that there is not any Portraiture in the mot 
excellent Writers of Morality, that can come up to 
its native Beauty; yet was not he contented to 
{ſerve his God only, by Example, but has as Fmi- 
nently done it by Precept; where he purines Vice, 
and urges Viitue with all the Reon, Energy and 
Force that either good Senſe or Piety can Inſpire: 


And not upon the airy and fleeting Foundation ot 


the Inſenſibility noble Minds bear to the Aflaults 


of Fortune; which has been the Impertinence of | 


Heathen Moraliſts, and among them Seneca, 
* « A good Man is not only the Friend of God, 


« but th: very Image, the Diſciple, the Imitztor of 


„ him, and the true Child of his Heav'nly Father: 
« He is True to himſelf, and Acts with Conſtancy 
and Reſolution, Sie, by a croſs Wind beuiz 
« forc'd into the Power of his Enemies, caſt him. 
« ſelf upon the Point of his Sword; and as tie 
« People were enquiring what was become of the 
„ General, the General, ſays Scipia, is very weil, 
« and ſo he Expir'd. A Gallant Man, is Fot— 
„ tunes match : tlis Courage Provokes and Delp:- 


— 


* L'Strange's 3d p. A Senecd's Morals, Epift. 26. 
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0 

4 ſes thoſe terrible Appearances, that would En- 
h « flave us; a Wiſe Man is out of the reach of For- 
i- tune, but not free from the Malice of it; and all 
2 Y*© Attempts upon him are no more than Xerxes's 
it F © Arrows ; they may darken the Day, but they 
4 „cannot ftrike the Sun. 

1- This is Seneca's very Spirit, Opinion and Genius; but 
o' alas, what Abſurdity is here! after the Panegytick of 


te a Brave or Honeſt Man, as the Diſciple and Imitator of 
it» God, this is Inſtanc'd in the baſeſt Action a Man 
ne could be guilty of; a General's diſpatching himſelf 
„t in an extream Difficulty, and Deſerting his Men 


to and his Honour; and what is this but doing a mean 
to Action with a great Countenance? What could this 
ni- Imitator of God; out of the Power of Fortune, do 


ce, more in Obedience to what they call to, than Sacri- 
nd F ficing his Life to it: But this is Bombvaſt got into 


©: the very Soul, Fuſtian in thinking! 

OI 

ts Aranto Reins hic qui nil molith/ Trcpte. 

OI 

How much better he? | 

od Be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable al- 

TW: ways aleunding in the Works of the 1 Cor. 19. v. ſy, 
er: Lora, foraſmuch as you krow that 

ncy vaur Labeur is not in vain in the Lord. 

187 Here is ſupporting our lelves under Misſortunes, 
im propos'd upon the realouable terms of Reward and 
the Puniſ ment 3 and ail other is Fantaſtick, Arcogant 
the and Ungroundeg. 
rell, The Futt F p:ttle to Corinth is moſt exquiſitely” 
For- adapted to the preſent Temper of Enzland, nor did 
ſpt- ever that City (tho' proveibial of it) pretend to be 
. more refined!y pleas'd than at preſent Londen : But 


St, Pen more Emphatically diſſuades trom thoſe 
embaling Satisfactions of Senſe. 


ſes | AM ats 
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Meats for the Bel y, and the Te 
ly for Atcats; but God ſhall dere; 
both it and them, 

He, methinks, throws Bluſh and Confuſion in the 
Face of his Readers, when he Argues on theſe Sub. 
jects ; for who can conceive his Lody the Manfion 

fan immortal Spirit, capable to receive the Aſpir? 
tion and Grace of an Eternal God, and at the fame 
time, by Glutrony and Drunkenneſs, entertain in 
that place Fuel to enflame themſelves into Adultc 
ry, Rage and Revenge? as if our Miſery were out 
Study, and Chaltity, Innocence and Temperance: 
(thole eaſie aud agreeable Companions,) were not 
preferable tothe Convuliions of Wrath, and Tor- 
tures of Luſt. 


er. . V. 15. 


Iv he net that your Bodies ave the 
Ateabers of Chriſt, ſhall 1 then ial: 
the Members of Chriſt and make ther: 
the Members of an Hart ? 

How Ugly has he made Corinns at one sentence! 
Shall 1, who am conſcious that he who laid d- wa 
an immaculate Body, to cleanſe me from the Fi! h 
aud Stain of a Polluted one, and know that tl: 
Holy Jeſus has promis'd to be preſent to all th: 
Conflicts of my Soul, Baniſn him the:ce, and be 
Guilty of ſo unnatural a Coition, as to throw that 
Temple into the Embraces of a Mercenary Strum- 
pet ? 


But muſt we then deſert Love and the Fair ? 


1 Cor. 6. v. 15. 


7 . 
The Cordial Drop Heuv'n in our Cip has thrown, 
A , , , 
To make the nauſeors Draught of Life gi down, 


No, God forbid ! the Apoſtle allows us a vert 
Enjoy ment of our Paſſions z but indeed extitpates 
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all our falſe Ideas of Pleaſute and Happineſs in' em; 
he takes Love out of its Diſguiſe, and puts it on 
s own gay and becoming Dreſs of Innocence; and 
indeed it is, among other Reaſons, from want of 
Wir and Invention in our Modern Gallants, that the 
beautiful Sex is abſurdly and vitiouſly entertain'd 
by dem: For there is in their tender Frame, native 
Simplicity, groundleſs Fear, and little unaccountable 
Contradictions, upon which there might be built 
Ev-oſtulations to divect a good and Intelligent young 
Woman, as well as the faliome Raptures, . guilty 
Impreſſions, ſenſeleſs Deifications, and preieuded 
Yeaths that are every Day ofter'd her, 

No ben certainly ever ſarpais'd either the Logick 
or Khetorick of his Fifteenth Hapter; How does 
he intermingle Hope and Fear, Life and Deata? 
Our riſing from our Graves is moſt admirably Ar- 
gued on the receiv'd Philoſophy, that Corruption 
precedes Generation, and the eaſie Inſtumces of new 


Grain, new Plants and new Trees, flom the minute 


Particles of Seed ; and when he has Buried us, how 
does he move the Heart with an Oh Death where 1s 
roy Sting! O Grave where is thy Victory! We have 
ar once all along the quickeſt Touches of Diſtreſs 
and of T1iumph, It were endleſs to enumerate theſe 
Excellenc:cs and Beauties in bis Writings ; but ſince 
they were all in his mote publick and miniſterial 
Office, let's ſee him in his private Life: There is 
nothing expreſſes a Man's particular Character more 
fully, than his Letters to his Intimate Friends ; 
we have one of that Nature of this great Apoſtle 
to Philemon, Which in the Modern Language would 
perhaps run thus. 


S1. 


J2 The Chriſtian Hero. 
SIX. 


© FT is with the deepeſt Satisfaction that I every 


Day hear you Commended, for your Generous 
& Rehaviout to all of that Faith, in the Articles of 
©, 


which 1 had the Honour and H: ppineſs to Initiate 
e you ; for which, tho? 1 mich: preſume to an Au- 
8 thortity to oblige your Compliance in a Request 
« 1 am going to make to you, yet chuſe I ratherto 
app:y my ſelf to you as a Friend, than an Apo- 


know I need not a more Powe: bal Pretence than 
that of my Age and Impriſonment: Yet is not my 
Petition for my ſelf, but in behalf of the Beater, 
your Servant Oneſmus, who has robb'd you, and 
ran away trom yon; what he has Detrauded you 
of, 1 will be an!werable for, this ſhall be a De- 
mand upon me; not to tay that you owe me 
your very ſelf: I call'd kim your Servant, but he 
is ECW aito to be Regarded by you in a gieates 
Relation, ev'n that of your Fellow Chauttian; 
for 1 eſtcem him a Son cf mine as much as your 
ſelf; nay, methinks it is a certain peculiar En- 
dearment of him to me, that 1 had the happi- 
nels of gai ning him in my Continement : | be- 
ſeech you to receive him, and think it an Act of 
Provider ce, that he went away from you tor 4 
Seaton, to return more improv'd to your Service 
© for ever. 

This Letter is the ſincete !mige of a Wotthy, 
Pious, and Brave Man, aid tic ready Utterauce of 
a generous Chuittian Cemper ; How hand! omly does 
he aflume, tho' a Pritoner : How humbly cos 
{cead, tho” an Apoſtie ? Could anv Requelt have been 
made, or any Perlon oblig'd with a better Grice 
The very Criminal Servant, is no leſs with lum 
than his Son and his Brother; for Chriſtiun ty las 
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« ſtle; ſor with a Man of your Great Temper, 1 
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that in it, which makes Men pity, not ſcorn the 
Wicked, and by a beautiful kind of Ignorance of 
themſelves, think thoſe Wretches their Equales it 
aggravates all the Benefits and good Offices of Life, 
by making em ſeem Fraternal ; and the Chriſtian 
feels the wants of the Miſerable ſo much his owns 
that it {weetens the Pain of the ovilig'd, when he 
that gives, does it with an Air, that has neither Op- 
preftion or Supzriozity in it, but had rather have his 
Generolity appear an enlerg'd Self-Love than diffu- 
ſive Bounty, and is always a Benefactor- with the 
Mein of a Receiver, 

Theſe are the great and beaute ous Parts of Life 
and Fiiendſh'p; et what is there in all that Mora- 
luy can preſctibe; that can make a Man do to much 
az ihe igh Ambition of pleatiog his Creator, with 
whom the Methods of Addreſs are as Immutable 
as the Favour obtain d by em? 

Here methinks we could begin again upon this 
Amiable Picture, or ſhall we ſearch Antiquity for 
the Period and Conſummation of his Illuſtrious Life, 
to give him the Crown and Glory of Martyrdom? 
That were a needlels Labour, for he that has been in 
a Battel, has to his Prince the Merit of having Dy'd 
there; and St. Paul has ſo of en in our Nartation 
confronted Death, that we may beſtow upon him that 
Catleſtial Title, and diſmils him with the juſt Eu- 
logy in his own tpritely Exꝑteſſion that he Dy'd daily, 

Now the Addrets and Conſtancy wih which this 
great Apoſtle has behav'd himtelf in lo many vari- 
ous Forms ot Calamity, are an ample Conviction 
that to make our Life one decent and conſiſtent Acti- 
on, we ſhould have one conſtant Motive of Living, 
and that Motive a Contidence in God: For had he 
Breath'd on any other Cauſe, inſtead of Application 
to the Almighty, he mult (on many Occations which 
we 
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we have mention'd) have ran to the Dagger, or the 
Bowl of Poiſon: For the Heathen Virtue preſcribes 
Death before Stripes or Impriſonment; but whatever 
Pompous Look, Elegant Pens may have given to 
the 1!luſtrious Diftre!s'd (as they would have ns think 


the Ferſons are, who to evade Miſeries, have pro. 
fus'd their Lives, and wih'd to Death for Relief 
If we look to the bottom of things, we ſhail cafily 
obterve, that 'tis not a generous Scorn of Chains, 
or delicate Diſtaſte of an Impettinent Being, (Which 
two Pretences include all the Varniſh that is put upon 


Self- murder) but jt evec was, and ever will be, Pride 
or Cowardiſe, that makes Life inſupportable: For, 
ſince Accidents ate not in our ower, but will (in 


ſpite of all our Care and Vigilance) befal us 3 wht 


remains, but that we accommodate our ſelves ſo far, 


as to bear 'em with the greateſt Decency and hand- 
lomeſt Patience we ale able? And indeed Reſiſtance 
to what we cannot avoid, is not the Effect of, a va- 


liant Heart, but a ſtubborn Stomach : Which Con- 


tumacy, till we have quite rooted out out Pride, will 
always make things too little, and our Cowardiſe 
too large: For as Fear gives a falſe Idea of Sufter- 
ings, and Attempts, as above our Strength, tho? chey 
are not ſuch, ſo Vanity makes things deſpicable, and 
beneath us, which aic rather for our Honour and 
Reputation; but if Men would ſincere'y underſtand 


that they are but Creatures, all the Diſtinctions of 


Great and Little, High and Low, would be ealily 
ſwallow'd up in the Contemplation of the Hopes 
we entertain in the Place w2 ſhall have in his Mercy, 


who is the Author of all things. 
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CHAP: IV. 


'] T ſince we have hitherto treated 
chis Subject in Examples only, (by 
a View 01 leme Eminent Heathen, 
by a diſtant Admiration of the 
Ny Life of ovr Blefled Saviour, and a 
near Ex2nination of that of his 
Apoſtle St. Paul,) and ſince the In- 
aulgence of Mens Paſhons and Intereſts calls al] 
things that contradict their Practice, mere Notion, 
and Theo: y: We muſt trom this Place deſcend from 
the bright Incentives of their Actions to conſider 
Lower Life, and talk of Motives which are common 
to all Men, and which are the Impulſes of the or- 
dinary World, as well as of Captains, Heroes, Wor- 
thies, Lawgivers, aad Saints, Which when we have 
perform'd, if it ſhall appear, that thoſe Motives are 
beſt us'd and improv'd, when join'd with Religion; 
we may reſt aſſur'd, that it is a Stable, Sober, and 
Practical, as well as Generous, Exaited and Heroick 
Polirion, that True Greatneſs of Mind is to be main- 
tain'd only by Chriſtian Principles. 
We will venture then to aflerr, that the two great 
Springs of Human Actions ate Fame and Conſci- 
ence ; ſor tho' we ulually ſay ſuch a one does not 
value his Reputation, and tuch aone isa Man of no 
Conſcience, it will perhaps be very eatie to prove, 
that there ſeldom lives a Perſon ſo Profligate and 
Avandon'd, as not to prefer either the One or the 
Other, even to Life its ſelf ; and by the way, me- 
thinks, the quick Pleaſure Men taſte in the one, and 
as lively Smart in the other, are ſtrong Arguments 
of their Immortal Nature: For ſuch Abſtracted Suf- 
ferings 
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ferings and Enjoyments argue our Souls too large 
for their preſent Manſions, and raiſe Us (ev'n while 
we are in theſe Bodies) to a Being which does not ? 
at all affect em, but which is wholly Spiritual and im- 


material. 


So ſtrong (as we were going to proceed) is the Paſ- 


ſion for Fame, that it never ſeems utterly extinct: 


For not to look among the Men of the Sword. 


(whoſe whole Pay it is,) and who ſufter intinite Ha- 


zards, Toils, and Miſeries to enjoy it; not, Ilay, to 
dwell upon them, whole more profeſſed Purſuit is 
Glory, we ſhall find it Intrudes allo as reſtleſſy upon 
thoſe of the Quill, nay the very Authors who conceal ? 


their Names, are yet Vainer than they who publiſſ. 


theirs. They both indeed aim at your Applauſe, but 


the Mock-Diſguiſe of themſelves in the former, is 


but a more ſubtile Arrogance, at once to enjoy y“, 


Efteem, and the Reputation of Contemning it: Nay 
not only ſuch who would recommend themſelves by 
Great Actions, and Liberal Arts, but ev'n the loweſt 


of Mankind, and they who have gone out of the road, f 


not only of Honour, but alſo common Honeſty, have 


fill a remaining reliſh for Praiſe and Applaute. For | 


you may frequently obſerve Malefactors at an Execu- 


tion, ev'n in that Weight of Shame and Terror, pre- 
ſerve as it were a corner of their Souls forthe Recep- 

tion of Pity, and Die with the ſturdy Satisfaction of 
not appearing to bend at the Calamity, or perhaps 
deſert their Accomplices, by the Sacritice and Betruy- ? 
ing of whole Lives we frequently ſee they might | 


have ſay'd their Own, 


By which laſt Inſtance (that the baſeſt Men have 
fill ſomething Punctilious to *em) we may Obſerve | 
that the Senſe of Fame and Conſcience is never quite | 
Kill'd, but that when we are come to the work, 


we have only carry'd 'em into another intereſt, and 
turn'd 
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urn'd our Grat ĩfications that way, only to different 
Objects; nor can it be imagin'd that the Love-Hi- 
ſtories we daily hear young Fellows relate of the Fa- 
vours and Fondneſs of Debauch'd Women to 'em, 
ein be all that time deſign'd for a Self- Accuſation: 
No, their idle Minds have only ſhifted their Senſe 
of things, and tho' they Glory in their Shame, yet 
ſtill they Glory. 25 
What then muſt Men do to make themſelves ea- 
fie in this Invincible Paſſion, or how ſhall they poſ- 
ſeſs a thing that is of ſo Inconſiſtent a Nature, that 
it they will be Maſters of it, they muſt fliun it: For 
if they ſpeak to their wn Advantage, or ſuffer ano- 
ther to do it to em, they are equally Contempti- 
ble: Thus they ſpend their Lives in purſuit ef an 
ever abſent God; and yet, tho* Applauſe muſt never 
come quite Home to 'em, they are it ſeems miſer- 
able, except they ate conſcious that they have it. 
Now if every Heart lies open to it, that Heart that 
is moſt Paſſionate to it, muſt be an eternal Anxiety 
to attain it, tho' that very Love frequently leads to 
the Loſs of it: For when our utmoſt Elitsis plac'd 
in this Charming Poſſeſſion of Praiſe, andthe World's 
Opinion of our Accompliſhments, a Flatterer needs 
no more in Attempts upon Mens Honeſty, and Wo- 
mens Chaſtity, but their being convinc'd their Crimes 
may be a Secret: So eaſily, alas! are both Sexes led 
by admiration into Contempt. 
To Rectifie therefore, and Adjuſt our Deſires in 
this kind, we have the other concomitant Motive of 
a Living Conſcience, or the Knowledge and Judg- 
ment ot what we are doing, which in the Voyage 
of Life is our Ballaſt, as the other is our Sail: Bur 
tho' Fame and Conſcience, like Judge and Crimi- 
nal, are thus plac'd together in us, they will have 


an Vadeiſtanding, and go into each others Intereſt, 
| Except 
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the noble Heath en ſtumbled, and loſt his way; fo 
the bare Con'cience of a thing's being ill, was not 


in the Anguiſh cf Diſgrace, Poveity and Impriton— 
ment. But Succeſs, Applauſe, Renown, Honour and 
Command had Attractions too forcible to meie Men, 
to be relinquifh'd but with Life it ſelf; to which 
Truth, the braver and higher Part of the Heathen 
World have Dy'd Martyrs. 
The different Sets and ſortings of themſelves into 
diſtinct Claſſes of Opinion, {ſeem to be no other than 


the Proſecution of this Natural Impulſe to Reputation, 


which Claſs was Stoical or Epicurean, or the like, ac- 
cording to the force and bent of their Complexions, 
which they miſ-undeiſtood for their Conſcience; and 
Caluſt begins his fine Story of Catiline's Conſpiracy, 
with an acknowledgenient to this Prripote, for he 
t:kes it to be the pecul:ar Duty and Superiozity of 
the Human Race above ot her Animals (which he cas 
Prone and Obedient to their Beilies) Ne Vitam {inn 
tio Tranſeant, not to let Life pals away in aLazy Silence; 
and further, 1s miti Demum vivere & frui Anima wide- 
tur qui, nigotio aliquo intent us Artis, bona famam quear:t : 
He only in his Opinion might truly be ſaid to Live, who 
being employ'd in tome uſeful Affair, obtain'd a Re- 
put ation in an Honeſt or Liberal Art, Thus this Au- 
thor of Sober and Excellent Senſe, makes it the End 
and Happy Conſummation of a well- ſpent Life, to at- 
rive at a good Fame; which makes our Aflertion in 
the baginning of this Diſcouiſe very Natural, 272. 
That the Heathen Virtues, which were little elſe but 
Dili guis'd or Artificial Paſſions, (ſince their Good was 
in Fame) muſt riſe or fall with Diſappountment or 
Succels, 


Now 


except there is a Superior Court, in which both ma, 
be Examin'd. Here was the unhappy Block on which 


of Conſideration enough of its ſelf to ſupport Men © 


tion, 
recti 
Ware 
ordi. 
caſie 
A 
Man 
in th 
the 

with 
* 
dail) 
Own 
who 
men 


The Chriſtian Hero. 59 


Now our good God, who claims not an utter Extir- 
pation, but the Direction only of our Paſſions, has 
provided alto forthis great Deſite, in giving it a Scope 
as boundleſs as it ſelf, and ſince 'tis never to be Satiſ- 
fy'd, hath allow'd it an Aim which may ſupply it 
with Eternal Employment. 

Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men Matt. 5. 16. 
that they may ſee your Good Works 
and Glorifiy your Father which is in Heaven. 

In this Command is the whole Bulinels of Reputa- 
tion, (about which weaieſo miſerably Anxious)wholly 
rectify'd: and Fame no longer a Turbulent, Way- 
ward, Uneaſie Purſuit, but (when thus made a Sub- 
ordinate, and Secondary Cauſe of Action) a calm, 
calie, indifferent and untioubled Poſſeſſion. 

And what mote glorious Ambition can the Mind of 
Man have, than to conſider it {cif actually Imploy'd 
in the Service of, and in a manner in Conjunction with, 
the Mind of the Univerſe, which is for ever Buſie 
without Toil, and Working without Wearineſs. 

Thus the Spirit of Man, by new Acquiſitions, will 
daily receive Earneſts of a nobler State, and by its 
own enlargement better apptehend that Spirit, after 
whoſe lmage it was made, which kaows no confine- 
ment of Place, 

This adjuſted Paſſion will make Men truly Agreeable, 
ſubſtantially Famous, for when the firſt Intention pur- 
ſues the Service of the Almighty, diſtinction will na- 
turally come, the only way it ever does come, with- 
out being apparently Courted; nor will Men be Loſt 
through afondneſs of it, by Affectation in the fami- 
liar Life, or Knavery in the Buſie: 

It is not a Stoical Rant, but a reaſonable Confi- 
dence in a Man thus Arm'd, to be uamoy'd at Miſ- 


fortunes; let the Sea, or the People rage; let the 
D Billows 
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Billows beat, the World be confus'd, the Earth bs 
ſhook; *Tis not. to him a Terror, but a dyily requeit 
of his to haſten the very laſt Day of Ruman Nature. 
that He may finiſh this various Being, and enjoy the 
Preſence of his Maker in an endleſs Tranquili:y. 
Thus, by taking in Fame, the Chriſtian Re-igion 
(and no other Motive) has fortify'd our Minds on #1! 
ſides, and made 'em lmpregnable by {ny Happiness 
or Miſery with which this World can attack it: And 
now, if it is Impartially apparent tous, that the Chti- 
ſtian Scheme is not only the way to Eaſe and Compo- 
ſure of Mind in unhappy Circumſtances, but allo the 
nobleſt Spur to honeſt and great Actions, what hinders 
but that we be Baptiz'd and Reſolve all our perplex'd 
Notions of Juſtice, Generolity, Patience and Brave:y, 
into that one eaſie and portable Virtue, Piety ? Which 
could arm our Anceſtors in this Faith with ſo reſtle!s 
and victorious a Conſtancy, that by their Sufferinge, 
their Religion, from the Outcaſt and Scorn of the 
Earth, has aſcended Soveraign Thrones ; and Defender 
of the Faith, and moſt Chriſtian King, are appellat:. 
ons of the Greateſt M onarchs of the moſt retin'd Na- 
tions; nor can we enough thank the Almich'y, who 
has diſpos'd us into the World, when the Chiuftivn 
Name bears Pomp and Authority, and not in its offen- 
five, low and deſpis'd Beginnings : but alas! its State 
is as much Militant as cver, for there are Earthly and 
Narrow Souls, as deeply Scandal d at the Proſperity the 
Profeſſors and Teachers of this Sacred Faith enjoy, and 
object to em the Miſeries and Neceſſities of the Pri- 
mitive Believers : Light and Superficial Men! Not ſee— 
ing that Riches is a much more dange:ous Diſpenfati- 
en than that of Poverty, this we Oppoſe as a Foe. that 
we run to meet as a Friend, and an Enemy does his 
Work more ſucceſsfully in an Embrace than a Blow 
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of Life which the Clergy enjoy, are ſo great an Of- 
fence totheir De! piſers, they are the more en ag d to 
hold*em deat; forthey whoenvy a Man for what he 
has, would certainly ſcorn him withour it; when there. 
fore they are both in good and bad Fortune itreconcile- 
able to em, may they always otlend with their Happi- 
nels; tor it is not to be doubted, but that there are Bi- 
ſtops and Governors in the Church cf En: laud, whole 
decent tofpitality, Meckne's, and Charity to their 
Erethren, will place em in the ſeme Mantions with 
the moit He oick Poor; and convince the Miſtake of 
their Enemics, that che Eternal Piftor has gis'n his 
W orldly Billings into Hands by wh.ch he 2ppioves 
their Di{tcioution z and ft U beſtows u pon us great and 
exemplary Spirits, that can conquer che Dilliculties 
and Enchantments of Wealth it ſelf, 

To follow ſuch excellent Leaders, it will be neceſſa- 
ry we now conſider allo what may be our beſt Rule in 
that State we call our good Fortune; and enquire he- 
ther Chriſtianity can as well become its "roſciios in 
the Enjoy ments of Protp2tity, as we have {een it has 
in the hardſhips of Adveility; ti his alto we ſhall beſt, 
now, by contemplating our Natural Frame and Ten- 
dency, which Religion either all or coitecłs inthele 
Circumſtances. 

The Zrernal God, in whom ws Live, and Move, and 
have our Being, has impreis'a upon 4 cue Nature, 
wich as an Emanation troin h. m, Wao is Un n verſal 
Life, preſſes us by Natural Society to a cloſe Union with 

each other; which is, methiults, a loc of Enlargement 
of our very ſelves when we run into the Ideas, Senſati- 


ous and Concerns of our Bre:hien; By this Force of 


their Make, Men are inſenſibly hurried into each other» 
nd by alccretCharnm welameat with the Unfortunate, 
and rejoice with the Glad; for it is not potuble for an 
HUMAN ticatt to be avere to any thing tnat is human: 

D 2 But 
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But by the very Mein and Geſture of the Joyful and 
Diſtreſs'd we rife and fall into their Condition; and 
ſince Joy is communicative, *tis reaſonable that Grief 
ſhould be contagious, both which are ſeen and felt at 
a Look, for one Man's Eyes are Spectacles to another to 
Read his Heart: Thoſe uſeful and honeſt Inſtruments 
do not only diſcover Objects to us, but make our ſelves 
alſo Tranſparent; for they, in ſpite of Diſſimulation, 
when the Heart is full, will brighten into Gladneſs» 
and gutſh into Tears: From this Foundation in Nature 
is kindled that noble Spark of Cce'eſtial Fire, we call 
Charity or Compaſhon, which opens our Boſoms, and 
extends our Arms to Embrace all Mankind, and by this 
itis that the Amorous Man is not more ſuddenly mel- 
ted with Beauty, than the Compaſſionate with Miſery. 

Thus are we fram'd for mutual Kindneſs, good Will 
and Service, and therefore our Blefled Saviour has been 


pleaſed to give us (as a reiterated Abridęment of all his 


Law) the Command of Loving one another; and the 
Man that Imbibes that noble Principle is in no Danger 
of inſolently Tranſgrefling againſt his Fellow Crea- 
tures, but will certainly uſe all the Advantages which 
he has from Nature and Fortune to the Good and Wel- 
fare of others, for whoſe Benetit (next to the Adora- 
tion of his Maker) he knows he was Created: This 
Temper of Mind, when neither Polluted or Mil-led, 
tends to this Purpole, and the Improvement of it by 
Religion raiſes on it an exalted Superſtructure, which 
inclines him in his Words and Actions, to be ahove the 
little Ccaf:s and Doubles with which the World beneath 
him is perplex'd: He is Intriatically pofletied of wha: 
metre Morality muft owa to be a Fantaſticai Chimæxa, 
the being wholly diſ- intereſted in the Affairs of the 
Perſon he aftefts or befriends; for indeed when the 
Regard of our Maker is not our fitſt Impulſe and De- 


ſire in our Hopes and Purpoſes, it is impotiible but that 
LC 


423 224 


the 
Cutr 
ons 
vule 
all « 
Lov 
goo 
Nay 
its $ 
IS, : 
hop 
wer 
te; vi 
Incl! 
chan 
by A 
love 
fort 
indc 
Ce1V1 
yet | 
Inte: 
les, 

Prof 


tUre. 
tion, 
joint 
Min 
W ic 


+ 
- — 


1 gs IN 3"? 


The Chriſtian Hero, 63 


the Fondneſs of our ſelves and our own Intereſt muſt re- 

curr upon us, and leaven the whole Courſe of our Ai - 
ons: When the Fountain is Muddy it muſt ſtain the Ri- 

vulet, andthe prædominant Paſſion gives a Tincture to 

all our Cares and Pleaſures; ſo that Men ordinarily 

Love others out of a Tenderneſs to themſelves, and do 

good Offices to receive em with Encreaſe and Ulury: 

Nay, if we follow the beſt Friendſhip we meet with to 

its Sourſe, and allow it to be what it ſometimes really 

is, a paſſionate Inclination to ferve another, without 

hopes or viſſible Pollivility of receiving a Return, yet 

we mult alſo allow, that there is a desp Intereſt to our 

teives (tho' indeed a Beautiful one) in ſatisfying that 

Inclination; but that good Intention is ſubject to be 

chang'd and interrupted (as perhaps it was taken up) 

by Accident, Miſtake, or turn of Aumour; but he that 
loves others tor the Love f God mult be unchangeable, 
for the Cauſe of his Benevolence tous is ſo; andth o? 
indeed he is not without Self- regard in the hopes of re- 
cciving oue Day an immenſe Reward of all his Labour, 
yet tince that is ſeparate from this World, it is to all 
Intenis of Life, as far from Interſering with our Purpo- 
ſes, as it he had no tuch Expectation and that very 
Profpect in him is not of aleltiſh incommunicable Na- 
ture, but is augmented and furthered by our Participa- 
tion, while his Joys ate quickened and redoubled by the 
joint Wiſhes of others: This is that Blefied State of 
Mind which is ſo excellently call'd Singleneſs of Heart; 
which inſepatable Peace and Happinets, 'tis not in the 
power of allthe Tintel in the World to diſcompoſe; 
tor to a Chriſtian and knowing Mind Eatth is- but 
Earth, tho' the relin'd Dirt ſhine into Gems, and gli- 
ter into Gold. 

He that thus juſtly values the Wealth which Hea- 
ven has beſtow'd upon him, cannot grow giddy in the 
Po ſleſſion of it, for it ſerves only to cxpmale'n Mow 
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and Chriſtian Nature, which diſpenſes liberally, and 
enjoys abſlinently the Goods which he knows he may 
loſe and muſt leave: hut this extenſive Magnanimi- 
ty, according to the Kules of our Faith, is not to be 
beſlow'd on thoſe only who are our Friends, but muſt 
teach alſo to our very Enemies; tho' good Senſe as wel! 
as Religion is ſo utterly baniſh'd the World, that Men 
glory in their very Paſſions, and purſue Trifles with 
the utmoſt Vengeance: So little do they know that to 
Forgive is the moſt arduous Pitch human Nature can at- 
rive at; a Coward has often Fought, a Coward has 
often Conquer'd, but a Coward never F. rgave. The 
Power of doing that lows from a Strength of Soul con- 
ſcious of its own Force, whence it draws a certain Safe 
ty which its Enemy is not of conſideration enough to 
Interrupt; for ' tis peculiarin the Make of a brave Man 
to have his Friends ſeem much above him, his Enemies 
much below him. : 

Yet tho? the neglect of our Enemies may ſo intenſe 
a Forgiveneſs, as the Love of em is not to be inthe 
leaſt ccoun: ed tor by the force of Conſtitution, but is 
a more ſpititual and retin'd Moral int roduc'd by him, 
who Dy'd for thoſe that Perſecuted him, yet very juſt- 
ly deliver'd co us when we contider our ſelves as Ot- 
fenders, and to be forgiven on the rcaſonable Terms ot 
Forgiving 3 For who can ask what he will not beſtow ? 
Eſpecially whenthat Git is attended with a Redemp- 
tion from the cruelleſt Slavery to the moſt acceptable 
Freedom: For when the Mind is in the Contemplati- 
on of Revenge, all its Thoughts muſt ſurely be Tor- 
tur'd with the Alternate Pangs of Rancour, Envy, Ha- 
tred, and lndignation: And they who proteſs a Sweet 
in the Enjoyment of it, certainly never felt the con- 
C:mmate Blits of Reconciliation: At ſuch an Inſtant 
the falſe deas we receiv'd unravel, and the Shineſs, 
the Diſtruſt, the ſecret Scoins, and all the bale Satil - 
factions, 
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factions, Men had in each others Faults and Misfor- 
tunes, are diſpell'd, and their Souls appear in their 
Native Whiteneſs, without the leaſt Streak of that 
Malice or Diſtaſte which ſullied ' em: And perhaps 
thoſe very Actions, which (when we look'd at 'em in 
the oblique Glance with which Hatred doth always ſee 
Things) were Horrid and Odious, when obſerv'd with 
honeſt and open Eyes, are Beauteous and Ornamental, 

But if Men are averſe to us in the moſt violent De- 
gree, and we can never bring *em to an amicable Tem- 
per then indeed we axe to exert an obſtinate Oppoſition 
toꝰ em, and neyer let the Malice of our Enemies have 
ſo effectual an Advantage over us, as toeſcape our good 
Will: For the neglected and deſpiſed Tenets of Reli- 
gion are ſo Generons. and in ſo Tranſcendent and He- 
roick a manner diſpoſed for publick Good, that *tis not 
ina Man's power to avoid their Influence; for the 
Chriſtian is as much inclin'd to your Service when your 
Enemy, as the moral Man when your Friend. 

Now ſince the Dictates of Chriftiamty are thus excel - 
lently ſuited to an enlarg'd Love and Ambition to ſerve 
the World, the moſt immediate Method of ſeeing to 
what height they would accompliſh that noble Work, 
is taking the Liberty of obſerving how they would 
naturally Influence the Action, and Paſlions of 
ſuch Perſons, as have Powerto exert all the Dictates 
and Impulſes which are Inſpir'd, eit her by their Inclina- 
tions or Opinions; tor Whatever is Acted in the narrow 
Path of a private Life, pafles away in the ſame Obſcu- 
rity that *rwas petorm'd in; while the Purpoſes and 
Conduct oi Frinczs attract all Eyes, and employ all 
Tongues; in w/1ici difficult Station and Chaiacter it is 
not poſlible, but tnat a Man without Religion inuſt be 
more exquiſi ely Happy, than the meangſt of Vaſ- 
fals; forthe icpea ed Pomp and Pageantry of Great- 
nels man nee become iu time, either Languid 2 
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Satisfactions they give, or turn the Heads of the Pow- 
erful, ſo that *ris abſolutely neceſſary that he ſhould 
have ſomething of more inward and deep regard, to 
keep his Condition from being an Oppreſſion, either 
to himſelf or others. 

There were not ever before the Entrance of theChri- 
ſtian Name into theWorld, Men who have maintain d a 
more renown'd Cartiage than thetwo great Rivals who 
poſleſs the full Famie of the preſent Age, and will be 
the Theme and Examination of the future : They are 
exactly formed by Nature for thote Ends, to Wich 
Heav'n ſeems to have lent *em amonę ſt us: Bo hani 


mated with a reſtleis Delite of Glory, but purſue it by 


different Means, and with different Motives: To one it 
conſiſts in an extenſive undii puted Empite over his Sub- 
jects, to tke other in their rational and yoluntary Obe- 
dience: One's Happinels is founded in their want of 
Power, the others 1a theu wan! of Delire to oppote 
him: The one enjoys the Suramet of Fortune wich 
the Luxury of a Perſian, the other with the Mo- 
deration of a Spartan; one is made to Oppyrefs, the o- 
ther to relieve the Oppreſſed: The one is latistied with 
the Pomp and Oſtentation of Powerto preter and de- 
bale his Inferiors, the other delighted only with the 
Cauſe and Fcundat ion of it, to cheiſh and protect em: 
To one theretore Religion is but a convenient Ditgute, 
to the other a vigorous Motive of Action. 

For without tuch Tyes ot real and tolid Honour, 
there is no way of forming a Monarch, bur after the 
Machiaxilian Scheme, by which a Prince muſt evecieem 
to have all Vertues, but really to be Maſter of none, 
but is to be Liberal, Merciful and Juſt, only as they 
ſerve his Intereſts ;z while with the noble Art of Hy pocti. 
fie, Empire would be to be extended, and new Conqueſts 
be made by new Devices, by which prompt addrels 
his Creatures might inſenſibly give Law in the Buſineſs 
of Life, by leading Men in the Entertainment of it, 
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and making their great Monarch the Fountain of all 
that's delicate and retin'd, and bis Court the Model 
for Opinions in Pleaſure, as well as the Pattern in 
Dreſs; which might prevail ſo far upon an undiſcern- 
ing World as (to accompliſh it for its approaching 
Slavery) to make it receive a ſuperfluous Babble for 
an Univerſal Language, 

Thus when Words and Show are apt to paſs forthe 
ſubſtantial Things we are only to expreſs, there would 
need no more to enſlave a Country but to adorn a 
Court; for while every Man's Vanity makes him be- 
lieve himlelf capable of becoming Luxury, Enjoy- 
ments are a ready Bait for Sufferings, and the hopes of 
Pre fetment Invmations to Seryitude, which Slavery 
would be colou”d with all the Agreements, as they 
callit, Imaginable: Thenobleſt Arts and Arciſts, the 
fineſt Pens and moſt elegant Minds, jointly employ'd 
to ſet it off, wit h the various Embelliſhments of ſump- 
tuous Entertainments, charming Aſlemblies and po- 
liſh'd Diſcourſes: And thole apoſtate Abilities of Men, 
the ador'd Monarch might protuſe ly and skil fully en- 
courage, while they flatter his Virtue, and gild his 
Viceatio high a rate, that he without Scorn of the 
one, or Love of the other, would alternately and oc- 
caſionally uſe both, fo that his Bounty ſhould ſupport 
him in his Rapines, his Mercy in his Cruelties. 

Nor is it to give Things a more ſevere Look than is 
natural, to ſuppoſe ſuch muſt be the Conſequences of 
a Prince's having no other Purſuit than t hat of his own 
Glory; for if we conlider an Infant born into the 
World, and beholding it ſelf the mightieſt Thing in 
it, it {elf the prelent Admiration and future Proipect 
of a tawning People, who profeſs theniſelves great or 
mean accoiding to the Figure he is to make amongſt 
'em, what Fancy would not be Debauch d to believe 
they were but what they proteſled themtelyes, his mere 
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Ereatures, and uſe *em as ſuch by purchaſing with 


their Lives a boundleſs Renown, which he, for want 


of a more juſt Proſpect, would place in the number of 


Slaves, and the extent of his Territories; fuch un- 
doubtedly would be the Tragical Effects of a Prince's 
living with no Religion, which are not to be ſurpaſo'd 
but by his having a Falſe one. 

If Ambition were Spirited with Zea', what would 
follow, but that his People ſhould be converted into 
an Army, whoſe Swords can make Right in Powe 
and ſolve Controverſie in elite; and if Men peat 
be Stitt-necked to the DoQiine of that viſible Churc, 
let em be contented with an Or and a Chain in the 
midit of Stripes and Anguiſu, rocontemplate on him, 
whole Yoak is Eaſie, and whoſe Burthen is Light, 

With a Tyranny begun on his own Subje&ts and In- 
dignation that others draw their Breath ludependant 
of his Frown or Smile, why ſhould he not proceed to 
the ſeizure of the World; and if nothing but the 
Thirſt of Sway were the Motive of his Actions, why 
ſhould Treaties be other than mere Words, or tvlemn 
National Compacts be any thing but an Halt in tue 
March in that Army, who are never to lay dewnthelt 
Arms, ill all Men ate reduc'd to the Necelilicy of 
Hanging their Lives on his AF FONG Will; who 
might Supinely, and at Leiſure, exp:ate his own Sins 
by other Mens Suttering 5; while he daily Meditates 
New Slaughter, and New Conqueſt. 

For mere Man, when giddy wich u. bridled Power, is 
an inſatiate Idol, not to be appealed with Myriads of- 
fer'd to his Pride, which may be puffed up by the Adu- 
lation of a baſe and prott are Wold, into an Opinion 
that heisſomething more thau riuman, by belag ſome- 

thing leſs: And alas, what is there that Mortal Man 
will not believe ot himlelf, when complimented with 


the Attiibutes of God? He can then conceive Thoughts 
of 
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The Chriſtian Hero. 
of a Power as Omuipræſent as his: But ſhould there be 
tuch a Foe of Mankind now upon Earth, have our 
Sins {a far provok'd Heav'n, that we ate left utterly 
Naked to his Fury? Is there no Power, no Leader, no 
28 is that can Conduct and Animate us to our Death, 
or our Defence? Yes, our great God never gave one 
to Reigu by his Permiſſion, but he gave to another A- 
ſo, to Reign by his Grace. 
All the Ci eamſtances of the llluſtrious Life of our 
Fiince ſeem to have conſpir'd to make him the Check 
and Bridle of 1 Jam. tor his Mind has been ſtreng- 
chen'd and contum'd by one continued Struggle, and 
Heav'n has Educated him by Advexſity to a quick 
Senſe of the Diſtieſles and Miſeries of Mankind, 
which he was born to Redreſs: In juſt Scorn of the 
trivial Glories and light Oſtentations of Power, that 
Glorious Inſtrument of Providence, moves like that, 
in alteddy, calm and ſilent Courſe, Independent ei- 
ther of Applaute or of Caluniny, which renders him, 
if not in a Political, yet in a Moral, aPhilotophick, 
an Heroick, and a Chiiſtian Senie, an abſolute Mo- 
nartch:; Who ſatisfied with this unchangeable, juſt aud 
amp'e Glory, muſt needs turn all his Regards from 
himicit, to the Service of others; tor he begins his 
Enterpiizes w. ih his own ſhare in the Succels of 'em, 
{or 11 regrity bears in its felt its Reward, nor can that 
vhich depends not on Event ever know Dilappoint= 
ment. 

With the undoubred Character of a glorious Cap. 

FAtain, and (ua he much more Values than the moſt 
end d l itles) that of a ſincere and honeſt M in, he 
is the Hope an d Sta ay of Europe, an Univerſal Good 
not to be Engroſl ed by us only; for diſtant Potentates 
implore his Friendfhip, and injur'd Empires court his 

Alliitance; He rules the World, not by an Invaſion 


of the People of the Earth, but the Addreſs of its 
Princes; 
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Princes; and if that World ſhould be again rous'd 
from the Repole which his prevailing Arms have gi- 
ven it, why ſhould we not hope that there is an Al- 
mighty, by whoſe Influence the terrible Enemy that 
thinks himſelf prepar'd for Battel, may find he is tur 
ripe ſor Deſtruction, and that there may be in the 
Womb of Time great. Incidents, which may make 
the Cat aſtrophe of a proſperous Life as Unfortunate, 
as the particular Scenes of it were Succeſsful, 

For theie does not want a skiltul Eye, and reſolute 
Arm, to obſerve and gtaſp the Occ:tion: A Prince, 
who from a juſt Notion of his Duty to that Being, to 
whom he muſt be accountable, has in the ſervice of 
his Fellow-Creatures, a noble contempt of Pleaſures, 
and Patience of Labours, to whom *ti: Hæreditaiy 
ro be the Guardian and Aſl erter of the Native Rights 
aud Liberties of Mankind; and who, with ren 
Ambition, knows how much greater tis to give than 
take away; whole every Day is productive of ſome 
great Action, in behalf of Mens Uuiverlal Liberty, 


which great Affection to 'em 'tis not in the Power e t. 


their very Ingratituge to alienate; lic is Conſtant and 
Collected in himſe t, nor can then Murmutrs interrupt 
his Toil, any more than their Dreams his Vigilance; 
a Prince, who never did or ſpoke any thing that could 
juſtly give Grief to his People, but when he mention'd 
his Succeſſion to em: But what grateful Mind can bear 
that inſupportable Reflection? No, we will with cadle!s 
Adoration implote Heav'n to continue him to us, or 
expire in Heaps before his Pavilion, to guard his im- 
portant Life, and in the Joint Cauſe of Heav'n anc. 
Earrh, our Religion and our Liberty, deſtroy like Mi- 
niſtring Angels, or dic au Aimy of Martyrs, 
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